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MISSION KR fEdR

To make the Word of God known to all peoples
by making it available through the work of
translation and publishing, accessible through
distribution and literacy programmes, and
credible through engagement and advocacy.
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To localise the global Bible Mission and
internalise global best practices.
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FOREWORD &#i&

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth.” — John 1:14

The grace of God has taken us through many trials and
tribulations. And it is through His grace that the Bible Society
remains steadfast in the Bible Mission of spreading the Word of
God to all nations for nearly two centuries.

The theme of Word@Work in 2023 is Grace & Truth, reflecting
how Christ embodied and saved us in grace and truth. This issue
focuses on Grace. It is our aim to “serve one another, as good
stewards of God's varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10), being a channel
through which God’s grace flows to bless others. We continue to serve communities
all around the world through Bible-based programmes and humanitarian and
charity efforts. The Bible Society also continues to work closely with our sister

Bible Societies and other evangelical communities to provide practical help to the
vulnerable in distressed countries, such as Turkey and Syria.

This 2023, we give thanks for the grace of God over the Bible Mission through the
years, transforming lives with God’s Word. This year is a momentous milestone for
the Bible Society as we commemorate the bicentennial of the Bible Mission in
Singapore, having started in 1823. The Bible Society is also grateful to be able to
play an active key role in GoForth National Missions Movement 2023 and organise
the Bible Mission Banquet as one highlight in commemorating 200 years of the Bible
Mission in Singapore.

Your partnership and support in the Bible Mission has been pivotal in enabling us to
be a channel of blessing to all those around us. We pray that through our efforts and
initiatives, many more lives will be changed by His grace and truth!
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Front Cover Caption

This 2023, we give thanks for God’s grace over the Bible Mission as

we celebrate the bicentennial of the Bible Mission in Singapore.
Through the years, we remain steadfast in making God’s Word available
and being a vessel of blessing to all nations through various initiatives
and humanitarian efforts.
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Sower Institute, ETHOS Institute and WISE are trademarks of The Bible Society of Singapore. Bible Society, 22 A%,
Sheepography, IBEX and Sower are trademarks registered with the Intellectual Property Office of Singapore.
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.

All rights reserved.

BRIERDFUHA, EX5|8 (FERBITHR) , RNBEEZEASE, RAERR.



o 2
U

) 1)
L
5
£
a

oy f‘

3 # '
The destructive earthquake that struck
Turkey and Syria left a trail of widespread
devastation in its wake and scores of people 11
trapped under collapsed buildings. }

ODIS ) THE

SowCare Cambodia, the sister organisation
of SowCare Singapore—a community service
arm of the Bible Society, provided families
affected by the flooding in Cambodia with

emergency relief food supplies.




“Let us then with confidence draw near to
the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.” —Hebrews 4:16

he concept of God’s grace—
T unmerited favour shown to a

people so unworthy—is woven
throughout the entirety of Scripture.
2 Timothy 1:9 says, “He has saved us and
called us to a holy life—not because of
anything we have done but because of
his own purpose and grace. This grace
was given to us in Christ Jesus before
the beginning of time.” God’s grace is
the foundation upon which the Gospel
message is built.

As God’s glory is seen in His grace

and compassion, we work to reveal
His glory by extending the same to
others in need. Over the years, we are
blessed to give to where it is much
needed. May it be through Scripture or
holistic missions, The Bible Society of
Singapore hopes to support our sister
Bible Societies and the evangelical
communities in their initiatives to
exemplify grace by equipping or giving
help to disadvantaged communities of
all nations.

Bringing Aid and Comfort to
Turkey and Syria

With the permit (Permit Number
0013/2023) that the Bible Society
obtained from the Commissioner of
Charities (COC) for fundraising, we
have collectively raised more than
$$300,000 to help the homeless and
comfort the bereaved in Turkey and
Syria. About 1,000 afflicted families
were given tangible encouragement
amidst this unspeakable tragedy.

The deadly earthquake that struck

parts of Turkey and Syria left a trail of
widespread devastation in its wake.
Millions of people in these countries

had their homes and livelihoods
destroyed and were left displaced in
extreme freezing temperatures. In Syria,
especially, the impact was devastating in
areas that already hosted a high number
of vulnerable families from the civil war.

| WORD IN ACTION EHiES5SE |

Tamar Karasu, General Secretary of the
Bible Society in Turkey, said:

LE We seek to respond

to urgent needs (material,
emotional and mental), which
can bring comfort and hope in
this dark period.

We believe that Scriptures
can be an imperishable
consolation. In collaboration
with local churches and the
Christian communities, quick
interventions are made for
emergency matters.”

Working closely with the Bible Society

in Turkey and World Evangelical Alliance
(WEA), the funds have been utilised for
life-saving aid such as tents, medication,
blankets, food and water, and clothing.
Your help and prayers have encouraged
those still suffering from the aftereffects
of the shock. We thank you for your
generous contributions that have
brought comfort and helped alleviate
the pains and suffering of the people of
Turkey and Syria. Yet, the afflicted need
our continued support in this important
work of bringing God’s Word to them and
bringing hope and transformation into
their lives.

Sending Relief to Vulnerable
Families in Cambodia

56-year-old Hoeun Thuch shared,

“While helping to care for my three
grandchildren, | remain at home and
work. I've been a resident of Prek Khsev
village for 30 years, and | lived close to
the river's mouth. The land at the river's
mouth gradually collapsed until my house
fell into the river due to the high level of
flooding. Now that the house is destroyed
and there is nowhere to stay, I'm really
depressed.”

Unseasonably heavy rain caused flooding
in the lowlands of Kandal province,
particularly for those living close to the
canals in Roka Kpos commune's Prek
Thivillage in provincial town Takhmao,
which is just outside of Phnom Penh,
Cambodia.
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Millions of people in Turkey and Syria
have had their homes and livelihoods
destroyed and are left displaced.

... the afflicted
need our
continued
supportin this
important work
of bringing
God’s Word

to them and
bringing

hope and
transformation
into their lives.”




According to estimates, 130 canal-side households

in Prek Thi village and Prek Khsev Village, Kandal
province, were forced to leave after the banks of the
Stung Prek Tnaot River collapsed due to flash floods
on January 17. Most of the families impacted by this
flood and whose homes have collapsed find shelter
on the opposite side of the road or close to where they
live.

In order to help some of the most vulnerable
families affected by the floods, SowCare
Cambodia—the sister organisation of SowCare
Singapore (a community service arm of the Bible
Society)—collaborated with pastors to provide
suffering families with emergency relief food
supplies, consisting of milk, noodles, canned food,
and cooking condiments. They also worked with the
local pastor in providing bicycles to poor children in
Kampong Thom province.

L& 1 work every day to support myself on
a daily basis. I'm grateful to receive this
relief package. We are so grateful that you
helped us and other families during this
time of need and difficulties,” Hoeun Thuch
continues.

P PRSI oo,

Flash flooding in the lowlands of Kandal province, Cambodia, have caused many homes to collapse, leaving people vulnerable without food

and shelter.

| WORD IN ACTION EHiES5SE |

Without your help, the Bible Mission would not

have an impact or influence on the community. The
Bible Society continues to provide support to our
neighbouring countries in their humanitarian efforts,
as they touch hearts and change lives with their acts
of grace.

Blessed to be a Blessing

Hebrews 13:16 says, “Do not neglect to do good

and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are
pleasing to God.” As we remember God’s saving grace
offered to us, let us also not forget to extend the same
to the destitute around the world. We invite you to
partner with us so that we can reach more countries

in need of the Word and of practical help.

Want to contribute to the Global Bible
Mission? Scan the QR code to donate
or visit donorbox.org/bicentennial.
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(Background): As a strategic hu-b,-Singapore built a # i“*""‘-'_j - T
Bible depository that was held at Singapore Institution h
in its early days. (Left): Sir Stamford Raffles conceived \ Y d L\
the establishment of Singapore’s first library within the 1 — LIBRARY & MUSEUM
Singapore Institution, now named Raffles Institution. r~ - =
(Right): Other than founding Singapore, Raffles also
championed the Bible Mission in Singapore.
GOD'S
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,
as good stewards of God's varied grace.”—1 Peter 4:10
n the Bible, Paul tells us that grace is not only a Rev Dr Robert Morrison pioneered the completion of the
I quality in the nature of God, but also a power or New Testament in Chinese in 1813 and published it the
an acting of God that works in us to change our year after. By 1819, the full Bible in Chinese translation
capacities for work and suffering and obedience. was concluded and later published in 1823. With the help
Although Paul asked God three times to remove the of Sir Stamford Raffles, Morrison sent 1,000 Chinese
thorn in his flesh, the Lord’s response was simply: New Testaments to Singapore for distribution among
My grace is sufficient for you. Chinese settlers in 1823, marking the real beginnings
- . . of the Bible Mission on the island.
In difficult situations, we can come to the Lord and
find grace in His eyes, and He will come to us, stand Singapore served as a strategic hub and a Bible depository
with us, and face our situations with us. Through the was started here. In its early days, the Bible depository
200 years of the Bible Mission in Singapore, the Bible was held in the Singapore Institution, now named Raffles
Society has weathered storms but His grace allows Institution. The early depository site is today’s Raffles City.
us to remain steadfast in spreading the Word of God ; : . . :
S . - In Singapore, the Bible Society’s history is
that even in our sufferin lDand weakness)és His power Upon the founding of Singapore, Raffles conceived the
shines throush us & ISP establishment of a library within the Singapore Institution.
ghus. It has since been renamed the National Library, with its
God’s Grace Through the Years history closgly tied to that of.the Singaporg Ins.titution
This 2023, we give thanks for the grace of
God over the Bible Mission through the years, . facilities for translating I:Z:nd distribut‘i’n Bibles, aidin
transforming lives with God’s Word. This year is a the Bible Movement g g ’ g
momentous milestone for the Bible Society as we )
commemorate the 200th anniversary of the Bible As we honour 200 years of the Bible Mission in Singapore
Mission in Singapore, having started in 1823. this year, Raffles Institution also celebrates its 200th year

10|
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« Missions to Unreached People Groups by
making the Word of God accessible to all

« Migrants by caring for the foreigners in our nation

+ Marginalised by empowering the vulnerable
through collective efforts

» Marketplace by advocating for Biblical values in
public spheres

« Multi-generational Mentoring by discipling and
equipping every generation

« Mandarin-speaking Communities by engaging
language groups with God’s Word

+ Media by integrating missions across
communication platforms

+ Metaverse by using emerging digital media for
God's purposes

‘n' 1._:..__d1 ——
On 18 February 2023, over 300 believers gathered for the commencement
service at the International Baptist Church to kickstart the GoForth National

B o ference 2023, On 7 July, the Bible Society commemorates the

since its founding. Both Morrison and Raffles pioneered
the Bible cause and education in Singapore, therefore
intertwining the histories of the Bible Mission and Raffles
Institution. The Bible Society’s President, Dr Lee Soo Ann,
was also educated at Raffles Institution.

Evolving Through the Times

Although our mission remains unchanging—to be God’s
instrument to fill all nations with the knowledge of His
glory, the Bible Mission’s tasks have evolved. As such, the
Bible Society has undergone numerous changes since its
official registration in 1837, in order to meet the evolving
needs of the Bible Mission and the world we serve.

At inception, the initial global mission was to make

the Word of God available to all nations through

Bible translation and publishing, then subsequently
distribution across the globe. But when the need

to educate people arose, literacy programmes were
introduced. Then to help the Christian community grow
deeper in God’s Word and make Scripture relevant in the
context of today, engagement and advocacy programmes
were initiated. A Holistic Ministry was also established
to support the underprivileged and marginalised
communities in Singapore and beyond with holistic care
and the hope from God’s Word.

The Bible Society moved to be at the forefront of

digital technology in a digital world, especially with the
challenges the pandemic posed. The various ministries of
the Bible Society have similarly evolved to include digital
initiatives, so as to continue allowing more to encounter
Christ through the Word of God.

Celebrating 200 Years of the Bible Mission

The Bible Society has always strived to be an effective
missions agency. This year, we play an active role in
GoForth National Missions Movement 2023 as part

of commemorating 200 years of the Bible Mission in
Singapore. Commenced in February, the event is a year-
long campaign with a series of inspiring programmes from
eight different tracks with a missional emphasis.

GoForth aims to reach out to both the Christian
community and non-believers through a missional
approach. This is similar to what we believe at the Bible
Society, with a Bible Mission to make God’s Word known
to all people. Its programmes target the 8 Ms:

bicentennial of the Bible Mission in Singapore at its
Bible Mission Banquet. The Bible Mission Banquet

is a yearly fundraising initiative by the Bible Society,
with the purpose of raising funds for countries in need
of Scripture and humanitarian aid. In the light of this
goal, this year’s theme is Shine Forth Thy Word. It is
here that we also remember and praise God for His
faithfulness and grace over the Bible Mission through
the years. With the last banquet held in 2019, it is truly
by God’s grace that we can hold this reception this
year, after a four-year hiatus due to the pandemic.

The official launch of the World Chinese Christianity
Alliance (WCCA) will also be held in conjunction

with the Bible Mission Banquet. In 1823, Raffles and
Morrison distributed 1,000 Chinese New Testaments,
kickstarting the Bible Mission in Singapore. 200 years
later, the Bible Society is privileged to be one of

the founding members of this global missional
platform under the World Evangelical Alliance
(WEA) to reach out to all Chinese communities
across the globe.

Our work cannot be done without the support of the
Body of Christ, therefore this remarkable milestone
of the Word of God flourishing for 200 years is not just
a celebration for the Bible Society, but rather ours

The Bible Mission Banquet—a yearly fundraising initiative by the
Bible Society—will be held on 7 July, where the bicentennial of the
Bible Mission in Singapore will also be honoured.
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to share. This achievement, being entwined with
Singapore’s founding and history, has also been made
possible with the nation’s support.

Looking back, it is clear that it is God’s grace that
carried through the Bible Mission, making His Word
known despite challenges and through His provision
of divine guidance. We rest on His unchanging grace
as we endeavour to continue being a vessel of blessing

we usher in the next Decade of Missions from 2023
to *2033 and allow the power of God’s Word to impact
more lives!

Want to contribute to the Global Bible
Mission? Scan the QR code to donate or
visit donorbox.org/bicentennial.

to the nations. We would like to invite you to partner
with us so that we can continue extending God’s grace
as we reach out to the nations. Let us band together as

THE BIBLE SOCIETY'S B/zardlenneized Sventdl For 2023

yoForth..

JAN

11 Love Your (Unseen) Neighbours:
Care Packs and

Ang Paos Distribution

By SowCare and Hope Initiative Alliance

20 Ending Homelessness Together
CNY Reunion Dinner
By SowCare and Hope Initiative Alliance

FEB

18 GoForth Opening
In partnership with GoForth and
the Bible Society

23 colours of the Bible | (L'
Competition

Art submission closes on 23 June 2023
By C.A.R.E and The Embassy

of Israel in Singapore

MAR

18 oTLive (Old Testament)
Training of Trainers
By Sower Institute - English Track

21 Life Training Workshop
By Sower Institute - English Track

22 The Future of

Global Christianity

By GoForth and Sower Institute -
English Track

APR

1 The Post-Pandemic Church on
Mission

By GoForth, supported by

the Bible Society

5 The Origin of Humanity and
Evolution: Science and Scripture in
Conversation

ETHOS Seminar 2023

By ETHOS Institute

11-12 piscovering Inequality;
Learning About Resilience

By GoForth and the Sower Institute -
English Track

14 Families & Kids in Missions
Adventures

By GoForth, Evangelical Alliance of
Singapore and NextGen Ministry

14-15 GoForth 2023: £ A\ 7538
R

By GoForth and Sower Institute -
Chinese Track

15 EHMFASET—:
EEBNESME —ESLE
T

By GoForth, supported by
the Bible Society

18 Mental Health and
the Church

ETHOS Conversation 2023
By ETHOS Institute

IMAY

11 colours of the Bible Synagogue
Tour

By C.A.R.E and The Embassy of Israel in
Singapore

25-28 DECLARE 2023
By Arts Collective and Elijah 7000

JUN

4,11,18,25

Bible Society Sunday

In Partnership with the Chinese Annual
Conference of the Methodist Church in
Singapore and the Bible Society

JUL

6, 8 Book Launch of Historical
Figures of the Chinese Church in
Singapore & Symposium

on Robert Morrison and the Holy
Bible

By Chinese Ministry

7 Bible Mission Banquet: E ‘;
Shine Forth Thy Word T,
By The Bible Society va
of Singapore

28-29 D6 Family Conference 2023
(English)

By Sower Institute - English Track and
D6 Family

31 The Bible and Chinese Culture
Festival

Art submission closes on

31 July 2023

Organised by the Chinese Ministry

*2033 is recognised globally as the 2000th anniversary

of the founding of the Church of the Risen Lord.

In Celebration of the Bible Mission in Singapore since 1823

AUG

4-5 D6 Family Conference 2023
(Chinese)

By Sower Institute - Chinese Track and
Chinese Ministry

18-26 singapore Night Festival
Supported by CA.R.E

26 GoForth & ARISE! 2023
By GoForth, Evangelical Alliance of
Singapore and NextGen Ministry

SEP

16 Testimonies from Missionaries
in the Mission Field

In partnership with GoForth

and the Bible Society

23 Theology of Mission [IIl:
in the Post-Pandemic Era
By GoForth, ETHOS Institute
and 8 partnering seminaries

7 SRS EH:
BIERANERES

By GoForth, supported by
the Bible Society

Colours of the Bible Art Exhibition
Oct 2023 (TBC)

By C.A.R.E and The Embassy of Israel in
Singapore

Bible and Chinese Culture Festival

Art Exhibition
Oct 2023 (TBC)

By Chinese Ministry %

NOV

17 The Culture of Death
ETHOS Lecture 2023
By ETHOS Institute

18 GoForth Closing :
In partnership with GoForth h_"
and the Bible Society -

DEC

17 ADEO Anniversary and
Christmas Celebration

By Alliance of Domestic Employees
Outreach and SowCare

ol
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EXTENDING

GRACE &

COMPASSION
TO THOSE IN NEED

mamznA RS 191

FEATURED APPEAL B S5 &3 |

“In all things | have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words
of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.””—Acts 20:35
“BNBGIRIMERERE, WRMAENYXFSE, KRBOA, XYCITMHFNIE, % BHREAER.  ~ —(HET£20:35

Cambodia:

56-year-old Hoeun Thuch whose home was destroyed by a Cambodian
flood shared: “This aid package gives me some temporary food. We are
so grateful that you helped us and other families during this time of need
and difficulties.”

Ukraine:

“This project helped us to bless the churches and ministries who were
trying to help the victims but also had their own practical needs. We

were using our vehicles to deliver humanitarian aid and food, along with
Scriptures. When the situation in Northern Ukraine improved, we travelled
to the frontlines of Eastern Ukraine to deliver Bibles and aid to the military
and civilians there. Huge thanks to everyone who helped to preserve the
Bible work in Ukraine amidst the war!”

— Ukrainian Bible Society

Sri Lanka:

“The economic situation is not the same as earlier. And | would like to
thank the Ceylon Bible Society and The Bible Society of Singapore for this
great help and especially, would like to thank God for fulfilling our needs.”
— athree-wheeler driverin SriLanka

Your contributions to the Bible Mission have made a huge impact on the
lives of so many. As the Bible Society commemorates the bicentennial
of the Bible Mission in Singapore this year, this inspires us to persistin
serving and reaching out to those in need of help.

To honour this momentous celebration, the Bible Society has setup a
Bicentennial Bible Mission Fund, which will be channelled towards
Bible translation, distribution, engagement and advocacy, and
holistic ministries that involve humanitarian and charity causes
to support our various future missions for the helpless and hopeless,
especially the vulnerable, marginalised and poor communities locally
and in the countries we support—Bangladesh, Cambodia, China,
India, Myanmar, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Ukraine, Turkey, Syria,
and more.

Transforming the lives of many wouldn't have been possible

without your fervent prayers, generous donation, participation,

and volunteerism. However, the work is far from over as the needs

are ongoing and there is still much work to do. On behalf of our
beneficiaries, we urge you to channel your blessings through the
Bicentennial Bible Mission Fund, so that many more can be reached
with our humanitarian initiatives. Let us be motivated by a shared
mission to bring grace and truth to more distressed countries and make
a difference in more lives. To God be the glory!

Mr Aaron Fun
Co-Director, Partnerships and Mission Development
The Bible Society of Singapore

Inspired to make a difference? You may mail us a cheque, made payable to The Bible Society of Singapore,
using the enclosed envelope. You may also visit donorbox.org/bicentennial or bible.org.sg/volunteer
to learn more about how you can partner with us in the Bible Mission.

EREXHR, BETHR—C21? BAXITNEHBT RS

The Bible Society of Singapore. &AL R donorbox.org/bicentennial
g bible.org.sg/volunteer, #—% T RANASHEITEZELEHETL LR T,

RIHE:

565 R EZ (F8) HRFHKESR, o= "X1
EBEENERTHRNREZR. FERIHRMNEIRFEMN
FERIRTHAZE BY T BA TAE KB

5RE=:

EAMMEEFRNRAE B ENETHRR, ti]i{E
BERENERN, hEBECIENFR. BIIAEFHEAE
BEYENRM, HEHEL, Yo ZALTERERFE, &)
MEIREREIL, AFENNFRBEEZENDHE . RO
SHEDARTIERZZZEING—TALT ERr=

e
EZENE

HEBE=f:

PENZEFRAMIER—HT . RERBH=ZZ2NS
MK EZEARB T HANRAN R, LHEERG EFHHE
THENOFE " HE=ZFN—2=REREIN

ENEZEHRIBENITS ANEMT4E T ERNZIE,
SEZZRNREIFMMEEZELRMB B F, XRE ]
BERE AREEEDHIARLEST.

NEZSX—ERNNKHA, ZERNRRITEEZEH
FEEFEZ, ZESRATEENEE. 7K. HkKS
B, APRAEEIXMBTARTNESET, DIER]
REMBMERIE, HEIEBELHHIA, HIZAMEIS
&GN ARBREURBNAZFNER —=RINAL.
REE. PE.ENE. i, FRE.HFE=ZF. B5R=.
TEHH., fFIE.

WRZBEHEIGE. SE5NERRS, 175 AEGTA
SNIMEMEE, A, XMIIEERER, HARKDIFE
& CBERSZITEEM. BRIEARTEE, BFTEIEEE
YMBERFESEETHNE, FESHAERBEIABEN
BISEIE B, LHRNUKRBOES AN, NESRENE
KERBENEE, KEELHE. —VIREBFT L7

SBER
IHEEBRRIAEEE

BRSNS

Scan to Donate
R T EBER

&A1, BKES




© Freepik.com

Background graphics

PRAY WITH US 5= |

As we commemorate the bicentennial of the Bible
Mission in Singapore, we are thankful for the success of
various missional- and Bible-based programmes held
over the past months. Looking ahead, we continue to
pray that God's grace and providence shall be upon

every supporter, donor and Church denomination who
co-labours with us in sharing God's faithfulness through
several of our initiatives and programmes such as Colours
of the Bible, D6 Family and ETHOS Conferences, and
GoForth Missions Movement 2023.

ELRHIMKZEEH200@F 2R, BINAITERARY
ENRERNETZLREDI LB, BT, BIRER
KREFHRBAMEMRISHENEGENE—(IXFHE, BHE
MEHERK. REEBMNBOARET &M HIHE
FESRADZELHHES, MELEELTE. DEREEFITK
=, BHEEASM2023F:83# (GoForth) EH KR,

Praise God that we are able to be a blessing to the
underprivileged in Sri Lanka. In January, the Mission
Team of the Bible Society went on a mission trip

to Sri Lanka. They distributed food rations to the
farmers in the tea plantation and to those living in
the slum community. We pray that God continues to
use us to reach out to the less fortunate amongst us.
We also pray for the children and youth of Sri Lanka
as they continue to attend the Bible Society's literacy
programmes to encounter Christ and experience His
love for them.

ABNEBRANME=FEPHENNEBHELS,
—RBf, ZERNFEHEANNEHE=ZF, AFXENRE
MEARBHENERD KB, IR EHFHREERIR]
REHEADRZOAN. RINBAHE=FN)LENFD
FR%, BRUNEBHESMELASNRFIE, 5&
BHREEHGARHENE,

T | B

To learn more about how you can help support our various projects,

MTBES X TAEB S FRINOEMINE,

Please continue to pray for the people of Turkey
and Syria as the countries suffer deadly flooding
just a month after being devastated by an
earthquake. We pray that those whose homes and
livelihoods have been crushed may receive God’s
provision through your generous giving that will
grant them courage and resilience as they rebuild
their lives and communities.

BRESHTEEMNRATARRE, tITEXBER
WR—1BEXEBH GRS, AL RKEMEITHK
ERWABES, RECREWRBBEHEN AT, 5
MBS SMEUEEREEMLEX,

visit 15_EM donorbox.org/bicentennial.
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“For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building. According to the grace of God
given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it.
Let each one take care how he builds upon it.” —1 Corinthians 3:9-10

ver the years, the
presence and function
of the Bible House has
been built on God’s
grace. In 1907, The Bible
Society of Singapore acquired the
land at 7 Armenian Street and built
its home, the Bible House, there.
Despite having been rebuilt thrice
and undergone numerous changes
to meet the evolving needs of the
Society and the world it serves, it
has remained at the same site since
the conception of the Bible Mission.

In 1942, the Japanese military

forces occupied Singapore and left
devastating damage to the first Bible
House. Despite the situation, the Bible
Society and its volunteers continued
distributing Scriptures and hosting
annual Bible Sundays from St Andrew's
Cathedral to send forth the light of
God's Word in that time of darkness.

. Thefirst and second buildings of the Bible House
before it was remodelled to have its current facade.

e

Two decades after the Second World

War, in 1965, the Bible Society rebuilt the
Bible House into a six-storey structure
with a contemporary "open Bible" design
to accommodate Singapore's rapid
development and expanding demands. It
was completed in 1974. The second Bible
House hosted numerous churches and
Christian organisations' ministry events
while expanding the Bible Society's
capabilities to carry out more missionary
activities.

The Bible Society was also a key
organiser of the 1978 Billy Graham
Crusade, which led to the revival of
Christianity in Singapore. Former General
Secretary Peter Hsieh served as Vice-
Chairman of the Crusade's Executive
Committee. Then Chairman of the
Scripture Union Singapore, Rev Dr Alfred
Yeo, shared: “In 1978, the Singapore Billy
Graham Crusade office was located in
the Bible House. Christians from all over
Singapore visited this office for materials

and meetings. The former Bible House
was like my second home then.”

To advance and better support the Bible
Mission in yet another era, the Bible
Society rebuilt the Bible House a third
time, finishing its construction in 2011.
Its contemporary style is influenced

by the Bible itself and is divided into
two main zones. In the Old Testament
era, people's faith was governed by the
Torah—the law of God. Since this law

is the foundation we need to properly
understand the Gospel and the Old
Testament is exceptionally organised
into various divisions according to the
literary genre they contain, the south
elevation is built with a strong masonry
wall and little tear-shaped openings.
On the North-East facade, however,

a glass curtain wall depicting the

New Testament represents openness
and direct contact with Jesus Christ.

A new rooftop pavilion was erected in
April 2017 to improve the Bible Society's



capacity to carry out its mandate as
a beacon of light to the world.

With the Bible House’s restoration

and rebuilding, the Bible Society’s
mission remains constant—to make
the Word of God known to all peoples.
Aside from Sower Essentials (then Bible
Resource Centre or BRC Bookshop), the
new Bible House also houses several
global movements and various Bible-
based programmes that have been
crucial in reaching out to individuals,
families and churches to engage them
and their communities with His Word in
a deeper and more relevant way. These
Bible Society ministries include Sower
Publishing Centre, SowCare (the Bible
Society's community service arm), Sower
Institute for Biblical Discipleship-English
and Chinese tracks, ETHOS Institute for
Public Christianity, NextGen, Family, and
Chinese Ministries, and many others.

Sir Stamford Raffles and Rev Dr Robert
Morrison championed the Bible Mission
by publishing and distributing the first
Chinese New Testament among Chinese
settlers in Singapore in 1823. They were
some of the first to realise Singapore’s
potential to be a strategic location for
mission work in many countries in Asia.
Due to their heart for the Bible Mission,
The Bible Society of Singapore exists
today. Since then, the Bible Society has
had its own procession of Presidents and
General Secretaries who took charge and
furthered the Bible Mission:

Presidents

1969-1985 Rev Khoo Siaw Hua
1986-1992 Datin Aw Kow
1992-2001 Mr Sim Miah Kian
2001-2002 Mr Goh Ewe Keng
2002-2012 Dr Bobby Sng

2012 to present Dr Lee Soo Ann

General Secretaries
1965-1980 Rev Peter Hsieh
1980-1985 Rev Ong Hun Seang
1986-1989 Rev Alan Ang
1989-1990 Dr Peggy Yeo
1990-2003 Dr Lee Soo Ann
2004-2012 Dr Lim Khay Tham
2012 to present Rev Ezekiel Tan

Our many colporteurs—a term which
refers to Bible distributors back in the
day—have persevered in their efforts
to distribute Scriptures and make the
Word of God known for hundreds of
years thus preserving the Bible Mission
work in Singapore even during periods
of great challenges. Today, our valued
colporteurs include the Society’s board
members, as well as the members of the
Society’s various ministry committees.
They utilise their experience to ensure
that the Bible Society and its initiatives
are going in the right direction and that
the Bible Mission’s needs are always
addressed.

Dr Lee Soo Ann, the current President

of the Bible Society, has been serving
for over 32 years, since July 1990. Before
becoming President in 2012, he served
as General Secretary from 1990 to 2003,
then as a committee member from 2004
to 2012. Dr Lee’s grandfather, Rev Khoo
Chiang Bee, served as a Bible colporteur
between 1915 and 1942 in various

parts of Indonesia. It was from his
grandfather’s preaching in church that he
first heard about the Bible Mission, when
he was just a boy.
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Now, working for the
Bible Mission, | feel a sense of
fulfilment that this was what
God destined me to be as
a child of God. | have also
preached from the Bible in
various churches in Singapore
on their Bible Sundays. Bible
Mission work has changed
personal lives. It has also
initiated new institutions
to make the love of God, as
written about in the Bible,
come alive in the lives of
many people. When | was
General Secretary in 1990 to
2003, the Bible House had
many Christian organisations
in that building. One of the
institutions in Bible House
was Presbyterian Community
Services, which started in 1974.
The Bible Society itself initiated
typesetting the Bible on the
computer in various languages
through its computer-assisted
text processing centre in 1991.
Before that, the Bible had to be
typeset manually.”

—Dr Lee Soo Ann, President,
The Bible Society of Singapore

An inter-confessional mission agency
that unites its people in one shared
cause, the Bible Society houses staff
that come from different countries,
denominations and races, who believe
strongly in the core mission of ensuring
all peoples of all nations experience
God’s saving grace through His Word. To
commemorate this celebration, some
Bible Society staff have shared their
thoughts on how the Bible Mission has
impacted their lives as they have served.

This year marks my 32nd
year of service at the Bible
Society. Serving in the Publishing
department, it warms my heart and
keeps me going when | hold the
finished product of something I’'ve
been working on. Being given a New
Testament Bible published by the
Bible Society in 1986 had sowed a
seed in my heart. So now I’'m working
to pay it forward by bringing hope,
encouragement and comfort to
others through Scripture.”

—Alex Lim, Director

of Sower Publishing Centre,
The Bible Society of Singapore

I have worked at the Bible
Society for 18 years. | am grateful
to work for the Bible Mission—
having supportive and like-minded
colleagues that share similar goals in
applying and living out the Bible and
sharing the Gospel. It is heartening to
know that the Bible has reached many
in the region and globally through
the many resources provided, and
through the kindness and generosity
of supporters. Lives are also being
enriched through conferences,
seminars and partnerships, helping
them grow in the knowledge of
God’s Word.”

—Deirdre Chan, Finance &

Donor Care Coordinator,
The Bible Society of Singapore

We sincerely thank you for your
partnership with the Bible Mission

in Singapore over the last 200 years,
enabling us to be a vessel to impact
and transform lives. Above all, we

are grateful that God has graciously
preserved the Bible Society through
various challenges, guiding us through
each chartered course. We seek your
prayers as the Society calls for more
colporteurs to come aboard the cause
of the Bible Mission, as we continue to
be God’s instruments for generations
to come (2 Tim 2:21) in availing God’s
Word to Singapore and beyond.

A Global Bible Mission?

Scan the QR code to donate or visit
donorbox.org/bicentennial.
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While the recent years have been
particularly challenging for many
of us, God's saving grace continues
to uphold us and enable us to

help others. Matthew 25:44 says,
“Lord, when did we see you hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or naked

or sick or in prison, and did not
minister to you?” The challenges
that we went through together
strengthen and unite us to minister
to the poor and needy who dwell
amongst us here in Singapore, as

a reflection of our love to God.

That is why SowCare, the
community service arm of the Bible
Society, aims to serve and empower
the underprivileged communities

in our midst. Realising that the
needy elderly and rough sleepers
are vulnerable to loneliness and
stress, your support mobilised

us to conduct various initiatives
such as providing free meals,
mattresses, games, and love gifts
to lift their spirits up. In our recent
outreach, Paul (not his real name)
shared that he had been rough
sleeping since last year. On one
occasion, he injured himself and
was hospitalised. He reached out for
help and found a temporary shelter
at S3P@Bible House, managed by
SowCare. He was filled with joy
and gratitude for the grace from
SowcCare accorded him with a bed,
pillow, mattress, fan, personal
locker, shower facilities and
toiletries, first aid kit, microwave
and food essentials such as coffee
and sumptuous meals on festive
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holidays. He was able to recuperate
from his injury and now is gainfully
employed as a cleaner to support
himself, allowing him to apply for a HDB
rental flat. Paul emotionally shared:

11

Thank you SowCare for
your kindness in allowing
me to stay at Bible House
with such good facilities and
the great care and concern
shown by the SowCare staff.
What a good experience!”

Touched by God’s gracious love, a needy
elderly in Ang Mo Kio that we reached
out to through monetary giving also
shared her joy: “I feel very happy! This
is the first time I’ve received a very big
[amount]. | am 90 years old... This $100
will last [me] about a month. Thank
you very much.” In collaboration with
our community partner, volunteers also
went personally to Dover Park Hospice
to hand ang paos to beneficiaries who
were warded there, and blessed 50
needy elderly with generous donations.

SowCare was also glad to have
celebrated New Year's Eve meaningfully
together with 100 under-resourced
families and their young children,
through a community carnival and
distribution of mattresses, care packs of
household items, and cash gifts to the
families. The Alphabet Project (TAP)
—a movement of Hope Initiative
Alliance (HIA)—aims to support as
many of the 14,000 families who come

(Left): Fun games were organised to engage the rough sleepers in group activities. (Top Right): A beneficiary receiving ang pao from Love Your (Unseen)
Neighbours volunteers. (Bottom Right): ComLink families from Kembangan-Chai Chee attending a year-end festive carnival organised by The Alphabet Project.

DEMONSTRATING Gm TO THE UNDERPRIVILEGED

from lower-income households,
and build confidence in children
by equipping them with skills
such as reading, writing and
storytelling through organising
national competitions which
hope to improve their lives and
build a better future for them.

As we continue our holistic works
locally and globally, we are encouraged
more than ever to touch peoples’
lives with God’s Word. By God’s

grace, SowCare Cambodia (a sister
organisation of SowCare Singapore)
was officially registered last 2022 as
an active supporter of our mission

to provide sustainable holistic care
across our shores (related stories

are found on pages 4-6). Other than
organising events, we also work
closely with the Ministry of Social
and Family Development (MSF) and
social workers to get permanent
housing or transitional housing

for our resident rough sleepers,
and to reach out to 100 elderlies

in rental blocks through monetary
blessing and recreational activities.

With a thankful heart for God’s
unwavering grace, may we be steadfast
in our love and conviction to share
this bountiful grace with those who
need it most through our prayer,
donation or our time as a volunteer.

Scan the QR Code or visit sowcare.sg
4 or follow 9 sowcaresg and

@ sowcare for the latest updates.
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As a country that houses almost 25%

of foreign workers from its current
population (June 2022 data), *SowCare
has always been moved to reach out and
care for them as we continue to exemplify
God’s grace and goodness through our
genuine acts of kindness. As 2 Corinthians
9:8 conveys, “God is able to make all
grace abound to you, so that having all
sufficiency in all things at all times, you
may abound in every good work.”

Amidst the challenges we have faced
collectively during the global pandemic,
we have seen unity amongst us to help
the most distressed and that encourages
us to continue to lean on each other as

a community. Our mission began on the
Good Friday of 2020 when Hope Initiative
Alliance (HIA) reached out to SowCare

to partner with *AGWO to provide
immediate help to the guest workers who
were more vulnerable to the virus.

This year brings forth a year of hope as
restrictions are lifted, thus, SowCare
continues to support the lives of our
guest workers through holistic missions
channelled through various festivities and
celebrations organised by HIA. Inspired
by Leviticus 19:33-34, SowCare

had the opportunity to celebrate
International Migrants’ Day (IMD)
from a small scale gathering in 2020 to
accommodating over 10,000 migrant
workers last December 2022, making
it the first-ever large-scale gathering
in three years. Several activities have
been conducted during gatherings

and carnivals like Migrant Workers’
Community Carnival Day (MWCCD) such
as free haircuts, clothes, games, culinary
and crime prevention awareness which
were prepared by volunteers, partners
and various overseas embassies for our

guest-worker brothers. With a grateful
heart, one of our brothers shared: “It's
my first time attending this [MWCCD]
event. Many of us don't understand
Singapore's law, so it's helpful
coming here. We are happy to see
and understand what can or cannot
be done in Singapore. This [event] is
good [for] migrant workers.”

In previous years, when the movement
of more than 300,000 guest workers
were restricted due to the outbreak of
COVID-19 in dormitories, the isolation
impacted their mental health. But now
that the situation has been eased, we
continue to support and improve the

holistic well-being of the guest workers.

Through our efforts in organising

sport activities such as cricket which
was launched recently in March, we
hope that this initiative would help to
boost the mental health of the guest
workers as they get active and socialise
with their friends. The Soft-Skills
Enhancement Programme (SSEP) has
also helped many of the guest workers
to improve their skills as they are able
to utilise the computer and Excel at
their workplace with confidence. Pandi,
our guest worker from India shared:

q°
The teachers are really good.
I learned Excel through SSEP
and now | can understand
how to use the computer and
Excel.”

We hope that through us, God’s grace
and love resonates deeply with our
guest-worker brothers. As we continue
to care for their welfare as much as

our own, we encourage you to join usin
reaching out to our brothers in various
ways—monetary giving, volunteering and
in partnering with us to ideate different
activities together! To find out more
about AGWO, please visit agwo.sg!

(Top): Guest workers enquiring about the

Soft Skill Enhancement Programme (SSEP).
(Centre): Guest-worker brothers gather to break
fast. (Bottom): A happy winner who won the grand
prize in a lucky draw event.

To support the guest workers in
Singapore, scan the QR code or follo

us on: ) agwosg (Eagwosg

*SowCare: The community service arm of the Bible Society
*AGWO: Alliance of Guest Workers Outreach—a movement of Hope Initiative Alliance
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ALLIANCE OF DOMESTIC EMPLOYEES OUTREACH R{AXIFEXA |

(Left): ADEO members were all smiles after receiving appreciation cards handmade for them by volunteers from S-Word EFC Youth Fellowship. (Top Right): S-Word EFC Youth Fellowship,
a partnering church with SowCare, blessed the MDWs with baked treats and handmade cards for Valentines’ Day. (Photo credit: S-Word EFC Youth Fellowship) (Bottom Right): ADEO partnered with
youth volunteers from NUS Raffles Hall (Tennis Club) in handing out flowers to MDWs at Fort Canning Park, in lieu of International Women’s Day.

ENVELOPING OTHERS IN

d's AU-Encompassing Love and (ace

CNA (2022) reported that about one in five households
in Singapore employ a migrant domestic worker (MDW).
Since MDWs are an integral part of Singapore’s fabric,
how can we, as Christians, exemplify Leviticus 19:34 and
consider them “native among” us?

Heeding God’s call, *SowCare actively partners
with the Alliance of Domestic Employees Outreach
**(ADEO), to help MDWs feel valued and at home in
Singapore. In 2021 and 2022, SowCare, together with
HIA, sponsored the Exemplary MDW and Employer
Awards during an annual appreciation event organised
by Foreign Domestic Worker Association for Social
Support & Training (FAST), celebrating the bonds
between MDWs and their employer families. SowCare
carries this partnership forward into 2023 to empower
MDWs in building self-confidence and finding dignity as
contributing women of our society.

Working in a foreign country away from family can be
isolating and scary. Hence, SowCare supports ADEO’s
Monthly Gathering in the City, where MDWs come
together every month at SowCare@Armenian to
spend meaningful time during their off-days with
ADEO volunteers and members, engaging in self-care
activities such as Zumba and DIY facial mask-making.

In March, the inaugural MDW Conversation saw

Ms K Jayaprema, President of the Association of
Employment Agencies Singapore (AEAS), and Ms Crisanta
Guiging, Founder of OFWKM (a ground-up MDW group)
and an MDW herself, speak on the identity of the MDWs.
Ms Crisanta shared her experiences as a volunteer,
where she upskilled herself and picked up hobbies for
self-development, while Ms Jayaprema showed her
appreciation: “We treat you and respect you as one of

us [...] Singapore actually values each and every one of

”»

you.

Encouraged by such sharing, participants and
volunteers alike reflected on the respect they have for
MDWs:

€€ | learn to be proud of my job as a
Domestic Helper because this enables
me to provide for my family. No need to

be ashamed because it’s a dignified job.”
- ADEO member

k€ The experience [...] allowed me to
appreciate their strength and generosity
towards caring for their households while

missing their loved ones back home.”

- Tevia Choo, volunteer from S-Word EFC Youth
Fellowship

Let us all be reminded by Jesus’ commandment to love
our neighbours as ourselves (Matthew 22:34), including
the MDWs in our midst. We encourage you to be part of
reaching out to this community, through contributions,
volunteering, or even hosting the MDWs’ monthly
gathering at your church! Visit hia.sg or adeo.sg to find
out how you can join us.

To support our programmes for
the migrant domestic workers,

scan the QR Code or follow us on:
) sgadeo @ sgadeo

*SowCare is the community service arm of The Bible Society of Singapore.
**ADEO is a movement of Hope Initiative Alliance (HIA).
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One of the most enduring forms of prayer that is
deeply rooted in the Christian spiritual tradition
is the Jesus Prayer, which is used widely in the
Orthodox Church. Although this form of prayer is
becoming more common among the Protestant
Christians, many have still not heard of it.

The Prayer itself is remarkably simple and brief:
‘Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy
on me’, and is said over and over again. The
Orthodox theologian, Bishop Kallistos Ware has
helpfully identified four elements of the Prayer:

1. The Cry for Mercy

2. The Discipline of Repetition

3. The Quest for Stillness (Greek: Hesychia)
4. The Veneration of the Holy Name

The Cry for Mercy

In imploring for mercy, the believer who prays
this prayer recognises that he or she is a sinnerin
need of God’s grace.

The cry for mercy not only signals sorrow for sin,
but also the confidence that divine forgiveness
will be granted to the truly repentant soul. As
Ware puts it, “It affirms that God’s loving kindness
and compassion are greater than my brokenness
and guilt.”

The Discipline of Repetition

Because the Jesus Prayer is repeated many
times (often with the aid of a prayer rope), some
Protestant Christians may have reservations
about using it. Didn’t Jesus tell his disciples not

to use vain repetitions when they pray (Matthew
6:7)?

The spiritual writers of the Christian East have
addressed this objection. They maintain that the
Jesus Prayer is not vain repetition if it is prayed in
the fear of God, and with faith and love.

‘The Quest for Stillness

In the Christian spiritual tradition, stillness or silence
is not merely an absence of noise and activity. Silence
is an attentiveness that ushers us into the very
presence of God. It brings awareness of the only One
who is able to still the storms of our lives.

The Veneration of the Holy Name

And finally, but most importantly, the Jesus Prayer
has to do with the veneration of the name of the
Saviour. “The name of the Son of God”, writes
Hermas, the second century author of The Shepherd,
“is great and incomprehensible, and sustaineth the
whole world.”

The Jesus Prayer can be easily incorporated into our
daily devotions. It can also be prayed throughout the
day, as a form of ‘arrow prayer’ (Augustine) as we go
about our daily routines and attend to our various
responsibilities.

But it must be stressed that the Jesus Prayeris not a
form of Christian meditation, but a prayer.

As Bishop Ware explains, “It is simply not a rhythmic
mantra, designed to enhance concentration, but a
personal invocation addressed specifically to the
second person of the Trinity, Jesus Christ ... what
matters is not how we pray but to whom.”

May the Jesus Prayer direct our hearts and minds
to the One whose name is above every name
(Philippians 2:9)—Jesus Christ, our Saviour and our
Lord!

—_—

This adapted article was published in the
January 2023 Issue of Credo
and reflects the author’s personal views on the issue.
Kindly visit ethosinstitute.sg/the-jesus-prayer
to peruse the complete article.

DR ROLAND CHIA

is Chew Hock Hin Professor at Trinity Theological College
(Singapore) and Theological and Research Advisor of the
ETHOS Institute for Public Christianity.
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Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship

D6 FAMILY CONFERENGE 2023

The D6 Family ——

Conference's theme
s Damity
kel

Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship

NTLIVE TRAINING

Experience the story of
redemption like never
before as this unforgettable
event brings the New
Testament to life.

this year is All
In: Heart, Soul,

S 2B A28 JULY 2023
Strength' Frhitas Mermasiv Cheren 1 1pes

gy

In two and a half hours, a
certified ntLIVE instructor
can lead a church or group in a fun and exciting
event that teaches the big picture of the New
Testament. Attendees will learn the major events,
people, and chronology of the New Testament
and understand its storyline, maybe putting the
familiar stories all together for the first time.

Join our Keynote

Speaker and CEO

of D6 Family Ministry, Dr Ron Hunter, and our
lineup of speakers as they discuss pressing topics
on how we can gracefully navigate through
generational discipleship in our churches and
homes in this modern time.

Dates: 28 & 29 July 2023
Time: 9.30am-4.30pm Dates: July-August 2023
Venue: Wesley Methodist Church,

Contact us at sowerinstitute@bible.org.sg
for more information.

5 Fort Canning Road, S179493

Registration closes on 30 June 2023
Visit défamily.sg for more information.

Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship

CARE & COUNSELLING WORKSHOPS

People Care—Psychological First Aid Skills when Interacting

Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship

WNRFBHREFEIKXS

with Youths and Adults MERL. RE. B
SESSION 1: SESSION 2: NEBFIE— (RN L

Basic Risk Assessment Skills Psychological First Aid for o HSHMMIR

for Self-Harm and Suicide Distressed Adults (upon HIXLEEEBZEIDTE O
in Adolescence and Young completion of session 1) L, BEERHES
Adulthood

fREVILZ, TCILRAL
ARE, EEKL,

4T, #esk, HMEW
(FAERiC 6:5-7)

—F—END6REETLARILR T BAFAESE I,
PRI IR e RE R R 4F N A FR R iIC6 BRI R o
BNRMN—ERHRNZY, BORTEMERZIK

Learning Objectives:

EERnlugobISSHes: « Understanding the challenges

and distress faced by adults in
contemporary society =

« Discovering the presentation
of depression and anxiety in
adulthood

« Developing psychological first
aid principles and first response

™ &

Ll

. pzewrre
« Understanding why young
people harm themselves and
the risks of suicide

« Establishing a framework for
assessing risk when speaking to
young people

« Developing principles of

30

communicating to adolescents | techniques et
and young adults « Participative learning from
« Participative learning from case studies BHA: 2023%8H4%E5H
case studies
Date: 26 Aug 2023 Al : FFOE-THF4H
Date: 29 July 2023 Time: 1.00pm-4.00pm ! FORTRAR
Time: 1.90pm—4.00pm Venue: Asian Pastoral Hg: EBHRIEEmE,
Venue:  Asian Pastoral Institute, 144 Prinsep Street, S188657
Institute, 20 Aljunied Road, P ’
20 Aljunied Road, S$389805 .
5389805 IRTE 7L £ M 3R 4 d6family.sg/chinese

Contact us at sowerinstitute@bible.org.sg for more information.

| For more updates, follow us on Fl1Facebook and @ Instagram @biblesocietysg |



ETHOS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2023

at the conference
INSTITUTE

of Theology of
Mission in the
for Public Christianity

Post-pandemic
Era, organised in
partnership with
GoForth 2023 and ETHOS

Institute for Public Christianity and supported by
8 partnering seminaries. Be inspired as you learn
about the Biblical and theological views on the
mission of God in the pandemic world, as well

as Ecclesial responses and the digital turn for
mission in the post-pandemic era.

Date: 23 September 2023
Time: 9.30am-12.30pm
Bible House, Rooftop (TBC)

Venue:

Visit ethosinstitute.sg for latest updates on the
event.

Centre for Advocacy, Relations and Engagement
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| UPCOMING EVENTS SEEITYS |

ETHOS Institute for Public Christianity Centre for Advocacy, Relations and Engagement

COLOURS OF THE BIBLE ART
COMPETITION & EXHIBITION 2023

Colours of the Bible
Art Competition and

.
od's .QJ_VE‘
Exhibition 2023 is back! G

A/ for Children

Join us as we celebrate L
10 years of Bible 9 . - e
storytelling through - A DR
art'istic expression. LY -“‘\ e
This year, the theme gus i T

is—God’s Love for
Children in the Bible.

Children are often the most helpless and vulnerable

in our midst, having to rely on others to provide them
protection, guidance, and all their needs. The Bible is full
of stories about our Heavenly Father caring for the little
ones! In a turbulent world, He stretches out His hand to
protect and preserve the lives of these children and keeps
watch over them day and night.

Send in your artworks depicting this year’s theme today,
and join us for our exhibition later this year!

Art submission closes on 23 June 2023

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram @coloursofthebible
for latest updates.

BT Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship
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15 LM bible.org.sg/chineseministry/ch-sibd-
homepage

53&3Y WhatsApp/Telegram +65 8890 0572 il N\ & ##
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| For more updates, follow us on i bss.sowerinstitute |
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Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship

THE FUTURE OF GLOBAL GHRISTIANITY

In this webinar, Dr
Todd Johnson, the

Eva B. and Paul E.
Toms Distinguished
Professor of Mission
and Global Christianity
and Co-Director of the
Center for the Study
of Global Christianity
at Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary -
introduced the topic of 5““
Christianity around the
world and offered an
encouraging view of its
future.

Participants learned about the remarkable developments
such as the shift of Christianity from the Global North to
the Global South in the past 120 years. Today, Africa is the
continent with the most Christians. In contrast, Europe
held that distinction for the previous 1,000 years.

Date: 22 March 2023
Mode: () zoom

Visit goforth.org.sg/tracks for more information.

| POST EVENTS ¥¥[EIH |

GoForth 2023

THE POST PANDEMIG GHURCH
ON MISSION

In conjunction
with GoForth 2023
and organised in
partnership with
Singapore Bible
College, speakers
Rev Dr Samuel Ka- =, :
Chieng Law, Rev Ng = : e
ZhiWen, Chua Chiew '
Lian, Desmond Tai, o "
and Jonathan Huang
shared on the context |
of post-pandemic
missions for local
churches, drawing
from recent local research and observations and also
case studies of a missional response and adaptation
through the pandemic.

1 April 2023
Singapore Bible College

Date:
Venue:

Visit goforth.org.sg/tracks for more information.

ETHOS Institute for Public Christianity Centre for Advocacy, Relations and Engagement

ETHOS SEMINAR 2023: THE ORIGIN OF
HUMANITY AND EVOLUTION: SCIENGE AND
SCRIPTURE IN GONVERSATIO

In April, ETHOS Annual '
Seminar invited

Dr Andrew Loke to
present the topic

“The Origin of
Humanity and
Evolution: Science

and Scripture in
Conversation”.

Dr Andrew Loke
addressed the debate
in science and religion
regarding evolutionary
population genetics
and why resolving

this area of perceived = %

conflict between the scientific and religious communities
is crucial for the good of humanity.

5 April 2023
Bible House

Date:
Venue:

Visit ethosinstitute.sg/ethosseminar2023 for more
information.

DECLARE: PSALMS

During this year's
Resurrection
Sunday, the Arts
Collective Ministry
invited fellow
Christiansto a
special time of
DECLARE PSALMS—
a time of worship,
encountering the
presence of God
and a time of
intercession for

our nation Singapore. More than 40 participants
proclaimed the Word of God over the city through
this movement.

Date:
Venue:

9 April 2023
Sky22@Courtyard by Marriott

Visit bible.org.sg/declare for more information.
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Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship &
GoForth 2023 Engagement & GoForth 2023

DISCOVERING INEQUALITY; NEXTGEN: FAMILIES AND KIDS IN

LEARNING ABOUT RESILIENGE MISSIONS ADVENTURES

Organised with
Evangelical Alliance

of Singapore, in
conjunction with
GoForth 2023, the Bible

In conjunction e
with GoForth 2023, |
seasoned missionary I
and medical doctor, =
Dr Tan Lai Yong,

hosted a walking Society’s NextGen
trail in Jalan Kukoh Ministry invited
—one of the low Dr Morgan Zhou,

income housing
areas in Singapore.
As participants
walked in their
small groups, they
gained awareness
of POEMS:

People, Objects,

Ps Agnes Lim, the VW
Family and the Chow
Family to speak at
“Families and Kids in
Missions Adventures'.
The panelists shared

Environment, Media/Messages and Serwces in about involving their

Jalan Kukoh. Participants also received a written children in the mission field, and how the Church can be
book by Dr Tan. supportive towards parents and their children in doing so.
Date: 11 & 12 April 2023 Date: 14 April 2023

Venue: Jalan Kukoh
Mode: () zoom
Visit goforth.org.sg/tracks for more information.

Visit goforth.org.sg/tracks for more information.

BT Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship 2023 4F355# (GoForth)
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PARTNERSHIPS (JAN-JUN 2023) & E{# (202318 E6A) |

For more information, visit R TIREZER, ELM
bible.org.sg/partnerships

MISSION TRIPTO SRI LANKA
HE=FEHZIK

From 12 to 16 January,

a mission team—comprised
of a board member and a
number of staff from the
Bible Society—wentona
Bible Mission Trip to .
Sri Lanka to provide a second
tranche of humanitarian C
relief and Scriptures to the poor and vulnerable communltles in
the country. The first tranche of this holistic mission happened
from June to September 2022 and this is a continued partnership
with Ceylon Bible Society and National Christian Evangelical
Alliance of Sri Lanka.

TA12HZE16H, AFIMKRELEASEBESRNRAME TAHAMK
FMRIEHRE=FHTELER, A ZENARMSEEEIRM
B_HABEXBFADRAEE, I—EL2EENE—MNERT
2022F6RE9R T, XREHRNESB=ZEZERSMHFE=ZF
EEEERETHRBENFEGE,

MEETING WITH MAPLE BEAR PRESGHOOLS
SiHgE4 ) LB EIMASH

On 2 February, the General
Secretary met up with the
founders of Maple Bear
Preschools in Singapore to
discuss collaborations with |
SowCare in reachingoutto g
children from low-income
families, particularly in the area of literacy.

2R28, BTESLNTHMERMH/NEE4)LEE L
DA, RITSHONEE, UEBRBRARENILE,
AEAEIRFTIH,

MEETING WITH MOM AGE GROUP

ZRANBETRE. XF5
i&fig/vH

On 8 March, the General
Secretary met up with

the Chief and Directors

of the Assurance, Care

and Engagement (ACE)
Group in the Ministry of
Manpower to discuss future
collaborations in serving
the migrant workers in Singapore.

3R8H, BTERNTAANMETRE. XMF5EMM/NA
(ACE) HEKMESE, W RKRS KR THEHNEF.

REAGH APPRECIATION DINNER
RIS RAEZTHIEE

On 27 January, the General n_—l-uc’_’”"'
Secretary was invited = -

to attend the REACH
Appreciation Dinner.

The dinner was held in
appreciation for accepting
REACH's invitation for a
radio interview hosted by
96.3%FFM to discuss more
about our efforts in assisting the rough sleepers community.
Among the guests of honour was Senior Minister of State for
Communications and Information & National Development,
the Chairman of REACH Supervisory Panel, Mr Tan Kiat How.

1A27H, R TEMSBHERBRAANRGHMS596.35FFM

BIEMRNERRE. HEPieTRNOFAEREE
FRaTHHEN, YMEIESEEARTETFEXKBRRS
LHSEHE. RERARATEBRAREE,

GOFORTH NATIONAL MISSIONS CONFERENGE
2023 COMMENGEMENT SERVIGE
00E:5:#(GOFORTHI2EEB XS
— \
BRI
On 18 February, the
General Secretary attended
the GoForth National
Missions Conference 2023
Commencement Service,
which launched a series
of GoForth programmes
across various tracks on =k /
missions in 2023. We pray o
that through GoForth 2023, more Christians will be inspired

to be involved in missions, and be informed on the work of
missions in Singapore and around the world.

2A18H, RTHEHFET2023F:B# (GOFORTH) ERX AR
BN, FR2023F—RINEHED, BEESEEHNZM
BT, #INMTRELFEIEHRSHHESHEERESSEH,
HESL T RFTIKAER L NERT(E,

PARLIAMENTARY SESSION ON 20 MARCH 2023
WRFIANHES

On 20 March, the General
Secretary was invited

to attend the Singapore
Parliament Session, where
he was seated amongst
frontliners and others
who contributed towards
tackling the COVID-19
pandemic. Hope Initiative
Alliance (HIA) and partners were among the other frontliners
that received a standing ovation for their role in caring for the
migrant workers during the pandemic.

3A208H, RTEMBHFEYAXTHHIMKES, SHEHAE
HHTTB AT R BARRFE. FE I&H%:é'ﬁAT’EMH:L
BEMAIEZARBER TREITE, tEBREBARTHE
HEINXFRBETEE,
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Fill in your answer here: “He saved us, not because of works done
by us in righteousness, but according to His
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration
and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He
poured out on us richly through Jesus
Christ our Saviour™ — Titus 3:5-6 (ESV)

Answer the following questions and decode the word!

1. How many pairs of clean animals did the LORD instruct Noah to 4. On the night Jesus was betrayed, how many times did He

take into his ark? (Genesis 7:2) predict for Peter to deny Him before the rooster crowed?
[Mark 14:30)
2. How many years did the woman with the disabling spirit have ==
her back bent before Jesus healed her? (Luke 13:11) 5. How many barley loaves did Jesus take to feed the five pen—L
thousand? (lohn 6:9) LN
3. Jesusis the ___ man through whom we receive the abundance of s L

grace and free gift of righteousness. (Romans 5:17) aaa

Each correct answer matches a specific letter below. Use this to help you decode the word!
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Name: (Mr/Mrs/Ms) Age: Phone:
Address:

Postal Code:
Email: Church:

Two winners will be chosen through a draw of correct entries. Stand to win an attractive prize worth more than $50!

To enter the *contest, send your entries by mail to: The Bible Society of Singapore, 7 Armenian Street, Bible House, S179932
or scan and email: comms@biblesociety.sg or fax: 6337 3036.

Completed entries (please include all details) must be received no later than Saturday, 30 September 2023.

Names of winners and the answers will be published in the next issue of Word@Work.

*Participants will be added to our mailing list for future updates from the Bible Society.

RESULTS OF DECEMBER 2022°S WORD@PLAY CONTEST :
(M) 20226128 F “BiA—4l" HRLR | AL L B
Congratulations to the winners of our Word@Play contest

in the December 2022 issue of Word@Work:

1. Samantha Hue, represented by her grandfather (Left) 2. Wendy Lim (Right)
RFIFIES52022F 1281 "BI—2" BRENNAAKR, HRERRE!
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Each winner received the
Cover to Cover Complete One-Year Chronological
Reading Plan (NIV) which helps readers develop
a well-balanced Bible-reading plan.

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

Any paid advertisement placed in Word@Work does not imply endorsement from The Bible Society of Singapore (BSS), unless explicitly indicated that the event
in question is “supported” or “co-organised” by BSS. BSS accepts paid advertisements to help subsidise printing and maintenance costs, which also functions

as one of the ways we serve the Christian community in Singapore. Please do not hesitate to bring any potentially offensive advertisements to our attention in
order to allow us to take any necessary action. It is not our intention to cause any misconceptions or inconvenience through previous advertisements placed in
Word@Work. We look forward to furthering our partnership in the Bible Mission with you.
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The Histories of the Bible Society & Singapore’s Formation

THE FORMATION OF
SINGAPORE

Raffles arrived in Java,
where he was appointed
Lieutenant-Governor of
the Dutch East Indies.

Raffles was knighted in
England.

Raffles established the
port of Singapore as a
strategic British trading
post.

Raffles established
modern Singapore, and
conceptualised the idea
of establishing the first
educational institution
in Singapore.

Raffles’ plans for the
educational institution
took shape, having
decided the location and
starting the construction
of the building.

Raffles passed onin
the UK.

Upon the completion
of the building, the
school—now named
Raffles Institution—
began operation and
was occupied by the
Singapore Free School.
Its library housed over
350 volumes, which
were highly utilised by
students.

Scan the QR Code or visit donorbox.org/bicentennial to donate.

TIMELINE
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1807

1811

1813
1814

1816
1818

1819

1823

1825

1826

1837

Partner with us to spread God's hope today.

Your donation towards the Bicentennial Bible Mission Fund
(BBMF) helps support Bible ministries, Scripture resources
and humanitarian efforts across the region.

THE HISTORY OF
THE BIBLE MISSION IN
SINGAPORE

1]

&K

Dr Robert Morrison arrived in
China to master the Chinese
language in order to spread
the Gospel to the locals.

Raffles became a member of
the British and Foreign Bible
Society (BFBS).

Rev William Milne from the
London Missionary Society
arrived in Java, where he met
Raffles.

Raffles founded the Java
Aucxiliary Bible Society and
became its first President.

Raffles wrote to BFBS
concerning the printing of the
New Testament in Malay.

Raffles founded the Sumatra
Auxiliary Bible Society and was
established as President.

Morrison and Milne completed
translating the Bible in the
Chinese language.

(With Raffles’ support, Morrison\

sent 1,000 Chinese New
Testament copies to Singapore.
Raffles and Morrison form

the Singapore Institution to
educate the locals and provide
suitable facilities for translating

Kand distributing Bibles.

Raffles and Morrison wrote

to the BFBS to request for an
Agent to promote the Bible
Mission work in Singapore and
the Malay Archipelago.

rThe Singapore Auxiliary

Bible Society was formed

and officially registered—a
mission agency to bring God’s
Word not only to the people
in the Malay Archipelago, but
in China and Japan as well.
Singapore flourishes as a
Scripture distribution centre
regionally.
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