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FOREWORD &Hi&

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way
we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord
Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.”” —Acts 20:35

The past few years have been challenging—be it in our own lives or
the world we live in. In 2022, we continue to strive to make the Word
of Hope come alive in helping those in need. Thus, the Bible Society
is committed to mobilising every resource to support the Christian
community and offer assistance to the destitute.

Next year, the Bible Society will commemorate a major milestone
as we look forward to celebrating 200 years of the Bible Mission in Singapore since 1823.
This year also marks our 185th anniversary since our official registration in 1837. The
Bible Society has undergone numerous changes since then, but remains steadfast in
spreading the Word of God and equipping many to go forth as witnesses of Christ.

The theme for Word@Work in 2022 is Arise & Shine, inspired by Isaiah 60 which calls
us to arise in response to our Redeemer, and henceforth, shine His light in all we do.
This issue focuses on Arise. In the way Christ bears our burdens and cares for the
least amongst us, the Bible Society works closely with our sister Bible Societies and
other evangelical communities to provide practical help through our Holistic Missions
to disadvantaged communities in Ukraine and Asian countries affected by natural
calamities.

Your partnership and support in the Bible Mission enables us to be a channel of blessing
to all those around us, so that many more lives will be uplifted by the Word of God!

“BNELIRIESEEE, WIRMMER M XHTE, KBRBHOA, XYoL
RIE, i EHEREAFE. T —EETF20:35

WA, IENEFRZTHRE—FRRESEHCHWERE, BRINELNWHERBEESE I
M, 2022%F, BATBRESE HEBEEENA, F "EMIEIE FWMLEFR, R, 2L
NEBO T RADFRER L FESELSR, HFASEALIZEE,

BHE, ASBUER—NEZERE, RINPFERNE 1823 F LUIRENMIFH
XREH200FE, 18374, FiEEZXASIEREMR, FIUSEHLEASNI85EE,
MHITE, EENERXATREZEE, BE2MHAREARBERE EBNIEFE, EEXA
BT, BAEBRIEA.

2022%F (EH) HTIMEMZ “XEENH” (Arise & Shine) , LFE I HB60E D
A, REENHBNOKIEE, FNSUEEMMN—IE LA E Y. RENESR
2 “Mig”, FOEEBYRIINER, BHBRIIUPEMNN—, BRINSEEKEZAS
REMBEREGEE, BIBRLEHE S EZMEMTERREZBWINERZEE
BHAIR S IRER B,

TMEXZZXEHRTINRA TS XE, BT XEER, ERIMNEBRANESLAN
BE, ILEZNEREE LFIEESEIRE!
In His grace FEX /R84

EZEKIEL TAN PR {5
General Secretary 2F=

NNE B Front Cover Caption
) (il 1
WORDEWORK The Ukrainian war has created the greatest humanitarian crisis of this
. ﬂ | generation, with millions displaced from their homes. The Bible Society
:., g% = of Singapore seeks to reflect the love of God through His Word by working
;o closely with Ukrainian Bible Society and World Evangelical Alliance to be
] a channel of blessing to those suffering in Ukraine.

EAETNES

EBRZHESFNZX—ANER T RANWABEX BN, KEHANREKRHA,
MIMEEEARE5 R ZZEASNEREERKEZZ A, EXLLF
FEERGAIIMIE, RATESRZERNEE,

RIGHTS AND PERMISSION
Materials in this publication may not be reproduced in any form without written permission from the Publisher.
Word@Work is a publication of The Bible Society of Singapore.

Allinformation in our newsletter is correct at press time. The Bible Society of Singapore does not assume and
hereby disclaims any liability to any party for any loss, damage, or disruption caused by errors or omissions.

Sower Institute, ETHOS Institute and WISE are trademarks of The Bible Society of Singapore. Bible Society, 22N,
Sheepography, IBEX and Sower are trademarks registered with the Intellectual Property Office of Singapore.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.

All rights reserved.
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(Left): Passionate youths and youth group leaders gathered to explore youth and faith related topics at YOUth-reka. (Right): Virtual lectures and
workshops were conducted by the Chinese track of Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship during the pandemic.

Ahise s o rom
BUILDING WITFTG0D’S WORD

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.”—Isaiah 60:1

T he Word of God has a special way of motivating  to the earliest Chinese migrant workers in Singapore

and providing strength whenever we might in 1823, started the Bible Mission. In 2023, the Bible
need it most. Knowing that God is watching Society will commemorate 200 years of the Bible
over us can help us find the strength to arise and Mission in Singapore. This year, the Bible Society
forge ahead. also celebrates its 185th anniversary since its official
registration in 1837, which has been made possible

Isaiah 60 presents a vision of hope and restoration,
not just for the people of Israel, but for all nations.
In verse 3, God calls us a city on a hill that cannot be Through the years, the Bible Society has weathered
hidden, to be the light of the world, reflecting God’s storms but remained steadfast in spreading the Word of
presence to the world around us. His presence, God. Since 2014, a holistic ministry has been established
character and our mission is light in the darkness of to support vulnerable and marginalised communities in
the world and in us. As Jesus has come to bring light,  Singapore and around the world, by providing them with
we, too, must spread the Gospel and bring light into holistic care and the hope from God’s Word to rise up
adark world. from their hardships.

through God’s grace.

Similarly, the Bible Society strives to make theWord ~ Empowering People with Engagement
of God known to all people by making it available Projects

through the work of translation and publishing,
accessible through distribution and literacy
programmes, and credible through engagement and
advocacy. The distribution of the first Protestant
New Testament Bibles by Rev Robert Morrison,

With the need to be ready for the battles we face in
front of us; be it in our personal lives or in the world
around us, the Bible Society plays an important role
in empowering people with the Word of God through
its various initiatives so as to encourage and equip
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(Top Left & Centre): Colours of the Bible—an annual art competition and exhibition—will be held throughout the year. (Bottom Left): YOUth-reka is
the first of many initiatives that the Youth Ministry of the Bible Society has organised for this year. (Top Right): The annual conference of D6 2022 will
follow the theme of ReCalibrate this year. In 2021, over 520 local and overseas participants joined the online conference on Zoom. (Bottom Right):

DECLARE—a national Bible reading event—will be held in June this year.

everyone to take on life’s challenges and live the life
that God has intended us to live. On that note, the Bible
Society has relaunched in-person Bible engagement
programmes in April, following two years of shifting to
digital initiatives due to COVID-19 regulations.

The book of Isaiah quotes: “Even youths shall faint and
be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they
who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength.” This
year, the Youth Ministry of the Bible Society has
attained a milestone by running its first in-person
event called YOUth-reka, focusing on encouraging
youths and youth leaders to rise up in their faith and
ministry. The ministry is also set to conduct more
initiatives this year.

Leading families to arise from their storms as they
centre themselves in Christ, the Family Ministry of
the Bible Society is organising D6 Family Conference
2022. Held on 29 and 30 July 2022, with the theme
of ReCalibrate, this annual conference will expand
on Deuteronomy 6 principles, strategies and healthy
practices on generational discipleship and family
ministry.

The Bible recounts the many times God has healed and
restored His people, demonstrating His power and love
that allows us to arise from sickness and oppression.
The theme for this year's Colours of the Bible
competition is Healings in the Bible. Colours of the Bible
is an annual art competition and exhibition that is
jointly organised by the Bible Society and The Embassy
of Israel in Singapore and is held throughout the year.
Participants are encouraged to share how God’s healing
inspires them through their artworks and illustrations.

During the Lent season, Sower Publishing Centre—
another ministry of the Bible Society—produced the
2022 Lent Devotional, which was commissioned by
the National Council of Churches of Singapore in its
17th year running. Themed Up from the Ashes, Hope
will Arise, it was published in hope that it would
encourage many to break through their spiritual
apathy, rise up and serve in the Kingdom of God.

In June this year, the Bible Society is organising
its annual DECLARE event—a 72-hour long
national Bible reading event—where believers
from every tribe and tongue arise in unity to
proclaim the entire Bible, blessing all nations
in restoration to His perfect purpose. Last year,
90 nations and tongues represented over 800
readers worldwide, with 24,500 people reached
online.

Building with God’s Word in Different
Languages

Making God’s Word available in various languages
has been one of the key pillars of the Bible Society’s
mission. In order to equip the Christian community
with the Word of God for every good work, so that
they may continue to go forth and be witnesses

of Christ, the Bible Society has also been actively
engaging people with God’s Word through its
language-based ministry programmes available

in English, Chinese, Tamil, Filipino, and other
languages.

In response to that, Sower Institute for Biblical
Discipleship (SIBD)—a ministry of the Bible
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(Top Left): CDC Mayor Denise Phua graced the Love Your (Unseen) Neighbours movement, a new initiative that SowCare supports to show care
for the underprivileged communities in Singapore. (Right): MSF Senior Director Lee Kim Hua joined SowCare volunteers in distributing angbaos,
roses and goodie bags during Valentine's Day. (Bottom Left): In 2021, the virtual lectures and workshops conducted by the Chinese track of SIBD
benefitted nearly 30,000 people and reached more than 20 countries.

Society—endeavours to be a hub that actively
conducts workshops, seminars and conferences
in English and Chinese. The Encouragement
Seminar, one of the equipping sessions of the
English track of SIBD, was an on-site event—
amongst many others—that enabled participants
to deepen their understanding of the Word of God
and be uplifted as they see themselves in a new
light. A strong line-up of course tracks are also set
to be conducted this year, some of which include
Resilience Training, Leadership Series, and Trauma
Healing, all of which will be used to help Christians
advance the Kingdom of God.

With the same missional call, the Chinese

track of SIBD has also swiftly migrated their
various lectures and workshops online since the
pandemic, drawing in and benefitting nearly
30,000 people and reaching more than 20
countries last year.

Helping Others Rise Above Storms
through Holistic & Community
Initiatives

Especially in tough times, the Bible encourages
us to step up in helping the poor among us.
SowCare—the community service arm of the
Bible Society—offers holistic ministries to serve
and provide care for struggling communities in
Singapore and beyond. Aligning with Jesus’ heart
for the poor and needy, SowCare has actively
partnered with Hope Initiative Alliance (HIA)

in a new movement called Love Your (Unseen)

Neighbours to care for the underprivileged
communities in our nation, where they receive
monetary gifts and goodie bags to help with their
daily living. (More information on page 18)

Aside from local outreach, our holistic initiatives are
also driven towards other nations who are suffering.
Having obtained a permit by the Commissioner

of Charities, the Bible Society worked closely with
Ukrainian Bible Society and World Evangelical
Alliance to send help to those suffering in Ukraine
during the height of war and has continued to do so
as they rebuild their nation. The Bible Society has
also worked with our sister Bible Societies and the
evangelical communities in the countries affected
by natural calamities such as the Philippines,
Cambodia, Bangladesh, India, and Sri Lanka to
bring the Word of Hope and provide practical help
that includes essential items and medical supplies
to those in need. (More information on page 10-12)

Through the storms of life, we can hold on to
God’s promise that He is with us at all times
(Deuteronomy 31:8). As we respond to God's call
to rise up even in challenging times and make
disciples of all nations, we continue to endeavour
to bring God’s Word through initiatives to uplift
communities near and far, so that many more can
receive the life-transforming Gospel.

Want to contribute to the
Global Bible Mission?

Scan the QR code to donate,
or visit bible.org.sg/donate.




() BTN (1) T202284F 13RERMFITE LD =,

B ENEMSEFEITENEZR,

FEATURE ARTICLE ETHE |

L]
— ol
o o

(B): 2EEFEESLRBAIEEE4BH “YOUth-reka”

MR, R BAMRMXERS, BRFIENEY A HBRIR,”
—METH60:1

BHNRFBENME, EHHIEIE SRR
M XBANGHETFEN. AR EFH
BMEEE BN AHEERIT.

UBFTHEOER A THIEMEXNER, IRR
AMURGEUBIIN, LRGPBE AN, ER3TH, £
FREAN WL ERBEBRFRRYI, LA A LAY, @
HREE EHFNEE, HORE. EEMRNED,
BRBHRN R, EMEERREERATAER, 3l
HWRIEDEES, LREERTEICH,

BN, EEAEEBIWIFMNER TR EE
AR, 2E0KMRFIHDIZENO RS, ik
MESHE#EHNZLNAEE, SEFETIEMEAR

Mk EBHIEE, ZREEBFRTI1823FEF A -
O34T (Rev Robert Morrison) EREA#RINIK
ETITHERNE—ERRIELE, 2023F, ZENEE
LIMIERLZEH200AF, FEARTF1837F
ERGEM, SERIFDRISSAER, X—UHE2
EERRE,

LER, ZERHERAN, MEEARBH
BB EFBRIEE. B2014F K, Al TES
BT, DIXEHRME R MR R 5E BT EEHE,
AR B EX AR E LHIEENWE, 1)
BE MRS R UE AT e
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THE STORM ———

“But you, dress yourself for work; arise, and say to them everything that | command you. Do not be dismayed by them, lest | dismay you
before them. And I, behold, | make you this day a fortified city, an iron pillar, and bronze walls, against the whole land, against the kings
of Judah, its officials, its priests, and the people of the land. They will fight against you, but they shall not prevail against you, for l am
with you, declares the Lord, to deliver you.” —Jeremiah 1:17-19

ften, itis in the midst of the storms in our life

when we really recognise our desperate need

for a Saviour. We long for someone to pull us
from the turbulent water sucking us into its murky
depths. Our hearts call out for someone to save us.

Many a time, Jesus comes to our rescue like He did
for the disciples who were caught in a boat rocking
in the waves of a lake during a violent storm. The
significance of Jesus calming the storm as recounted
in the Gospels is pertinent to what’s happening in
our world today and is evidence of God’s love for

us. Global crises like the COVID-19 pandemic, Asian
floods and wars have a significant impact on our lives.
In troubling times, the intense surges of emotion
within us are due to our humanity, while the chaotic
circumstances around us are beyond our control.

But do we have more faith in the storms of life than in
the mercy and grace of God? Let us arise in faith, for
Scripture says that those who put their trust in God are
immovable like Mount Zion (Psalm 125:1).

Arising to Help Those Affected by War

The unprecedented crisis caused by the ongoing
violent war in Ukraine has had grave impact on
the entire nation of 43 million people. Fear and
uncertainty has gripped the nation since Russia’s
large-scale military invasion on 24 February 2022.

Rostyslav Stasyuk, from the Ukrainian Bible Society,
updates on the situation on 1 March: “Today, Kharkiv,
Kyiv and many other cities and towns have suffered
from especially heavy and violent shelling with dozens
of Ukrainians killed and injured. There is massive
damage to people’s homes and infrastructure.”

As of May 2022, a relentless bombardment of the
country’s cities and towns has led to more than 3,380
civilian deaths, destroyed civilian infrastructure, and
forced more than 5.8 million people to flee the Ukraine
border to neighbouring countries such as Poland,
Romania and Hungary, forming Europe’s largest
refugee crisis since World War II. Host countries and
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(Left): Volunteers distributing food and basic supplies to refugees at the Ukrainian border. (Right): A staggering number of Ukrainians have requested for

Bibles and Scripture materials to be distributed.

aid agencies are trying to meet the astounding needs
of these refugees, most of whom are women and
children. Over 7.7 million people are also internally
displaced within Ukraine, forced to take refuge in
safer regions or in subway shelters. Many elderly or
disabled people and other vulnerable populations
that don’t have the ability to flee are left behind.

All of this is exacerbating the humanitarian
catastrophe on the ground in Ukraine, as shelling
cuts off power stations and other supply lines,
effectively trapping people within war zones in sub-
zero temperatures without electricity or water, and
with dwindling food, fuel, and medical supplies.

“Colleagues from the Southern branch in Kherson,
which is currently surrounded by the enemy forces and
experiencing food and fuel shortages, visited local
bomb shelters with Scriptures and humanitarian aid
to bring encouragement to people staying there. Our
team also continues serving in Kyiv,” says Rostyslav
Stasyuk.

Having been granted the Commissioner of
Charities permit for fundraising, the Bible Society
is targeting to raise $200,000 to help at least 2,000
families and has gathered more than $150,000 in
funds so far to support these victims by providing
humanitarian relief to meet their basic needs and
to alleviate the suffering and pains of this war by
giving them hope in the midst of war, so that they
may rise from the ashes.

The funds raised in this campaign have been used to
help over a thousand families and have been utilised
for food, household essentials, first aid and medicine,
clothes and blankets, accommodation and transport.
We will also provide financial resources for the
Ukrainian Bible Society to reach its goal of providing
56,000 Bibles to Ukrainians, as it received a staggering
number of requests for Bibles.

Itis the Bible Society’s prayer that God’s Word
will bring comfort, peace and reconciliation to the
Ukrainians. We hope to be a channel of help to the

i
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people of Ukraine, as we have worked closely with
the Ukraine Bible Society and World Evangelical
Alliance and continue to do so to provide hope and
assistance in rebuilding their nation. To donate to
this worthy cause, visit bible.org.sg/donate.

Helping Flood-stricken Countries Rebuild
their Lives

During the monsoon season each year, most Asian
countries such as Cambodia, the Philippines,
Bangladesh, India, and Sri Lanka experience torrential
rains that cause heavy flooding. In 2020 alone, storms
and typhoons caused flash floods and landslides,
destroying many infrastructures, including residences,
agricultural land, hospitals, and schools. As a result,
many were killed, injured or went missing. Over 8.5
million people had been affected in all, with two
million forced to evacuate their homes.

As these countries attempt to emerge from the
catastrophic damage caused by floods and landslides
that were triggered by multiple tropical storms striking
in quick succession in the last quarter of 2020, The
Bible Society of Singapore has worked closely

with our sister Bible Societies of affected regions

to provide holistic assistance to the communities

in need. The Commissioner of Charities permit

we have obtained has enabled us to gather more

| WORD IN ACTION HES5KE |

than $130,000 in funds. The funds have been
used to provide humanitarian relief and hope to
those suffering, to enable them to rise from the
devastation and rebuild their lives.

A Channel of Blessing to the Destitute

But the situation remains dire and there is continual
need for aid to the people in these countries and for
them to receive the hope of the Gospel. Just as how
your immense support has raised more than $300,000
for humanitarian relief in Myanmar, where we
provided Bibles and basic commodities such as food,
drinking water and cooking essentials to the people in
Myanmar, we invite you to continue partnering with us
as we reach out to one another with God’s love, arising
in unity as one Body of Christ.

As the Bible Society continues to work closely with our
sister Bible Society and evangelical communities in
these affected regions, our prayer is that the Word of
God will bring divine peace and perseverance that will
remain in the hearts of those suffering, even through
troubled times.

EIL'P (=] Want to contribute to the Global Bible
Q Mission? Scan the QR code to donate
o33 or visit bible.org.sg/donate.

The Bible Society has raised nearly $20,000 in funds to provide humanitarian relief to the Asian countries impacted by floods.
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Please pray for D6 2022, an annual family conference
that encourages the Church and home to work
together to implement generational discipleship in
the family, which is set to be held in late July. Pray
that couples, families, Church and ministry leaders
will be impacted by this conference to bring forth the
principles of Deuteronomy 6 into their homes.
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Praise the Lord that with the publication of the
Walak New Testament, now Walak people can
read God’s Word in the language of their hearts.
Prayers to sustain their challenging journey
ahead will be needed as the translation team
continues translating the whole Bible into the
Walak language.
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PRAY WITH US Xt I |

As The Bible Society in Israel works on creating
a true-to-original rewriting of the Old Testament
in Modern Hebrew, pray for all the people
involved in this very challenging project. Also
pray that hearts will be changed as more people
get to understand the Word of God through a
project such as this.
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KES (IB2) , BARESSXTRENEK
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“The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous and his ears toward their cry.”—Psalm 34:15
“BBFIEREREEBMYA, B LTI R,” —F534:15




“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly...

“BRERHR LTI

Youth and children form the main social fabric of many
villages and towns in Galilee, Israel. However, social
anxieties, lack of hope, and violent attacks are on the
rise among the youth and children. Churches areiill-
equipped in addressing their escalating challenges.

In trying to address violence at schools, Arab Israeli
Bible Society (AIBS) seeks to work directly with schools
and churches in engaging the youth and children
through Bible-based programmes of Christian values
in dealing with their feelings, faith, and hope. This
includes Scripture distribution, Bible summer camps,
and Bible quizzes designed specifically to engage these
young people.

We must arise to help these youth and children who
are experiencing hardships, through family-oriented
ministry to influence the youth and children at schools
and their families with the Word of God. This will help
to bring them hope and provide them with Biblical
tools for which to face the storms of life and rise from
their difficult challenges.

With your generous support, The Bible Society of
Singapore will partner with our sister Bible Societies

to help the marginalised youth and children, students
with learning disabilities and special needs by sharing
the love of Christ to build a better future through God’s
Word. Together, we can make a difference in the lives of
many others. To God be the glory!

Mr Aaron Fun
Associate Director, Partnerships and Mission Development
The Bible Society of Singapore
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Inspired to make a difference? You may mail us a cheque, made payable to The Bible Society of Singapore,

using the enclosed envelope. You may also visit bible.org.sg/donate or bible.org.sg/volunteer
to learn more about how you can partner with us in the Bible Mission.
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celebrated Chinese New Year with the rough sleepers at S3P@Armenian.

SEEING OUR (U
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(Left): Volunteers of the Love Your (Unseen) Neighbours movement joined hands together in doing good for the community. (Top Right and Bottom): Sowcare
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“Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” - Galatians 6:2

While the pandemic has impacted all of us in some

way or another, it has magnified the inequalities within
society. As a result, the most vulnerable groups in society
have been heavily affected. Many people are struggling to
find support to survive and stay well.

This is where SowCare—the community service arm of
the Bible Society—plays a vital role by partnering with
Hope Initiative Alliance (HIA) to help the vulnerables
to rise above the storms of life and overcome their
loneliness and struggles by connecting with them in
meaningful ways.

Just as God took on human flesh in an incarnation of
Jesus Christ to uplift and free us from the bondage

of sins, we should uplift and help the needy in our
community, even in our own neighbourhoods. During
festive seasons such as Hari Raya Puasa, Christmas
Day, and Easter Sunday, SowCare works closely with
the Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF),
HIA and other partners to organise various activities
for the rough sleepers, needy elderlies and the
unseen community around us such as the cardboard
collectors—from distribution of cash, free meals

and goodie bags, to befriending sessions. This Hari
Raya Puasa, a sumptuous buffet dinner at a restaurant
was organised for the rough sleepers residing at S3P@
Armenian to lift their spirits and help them feel a part of
the larger community.

We heard a wonderful testimony shared by our homeless
shelter manager. “I see friendships blossoming over here,
which is wonderful because they have always been alone
outside sleeping on the street. Now they can find friends
here,” she said.

Apart from that, one of the S3P (Safe Sound Sleeping
Places) stayers also shared on one of our engagement
activities: “Ever since | knew about Jesus, my life has never
been the same.”

All these initiatives are then further developed to sow
care for the underprivileged kids through The Alphabet
Project (TAP), where Read Write Tell training or coaching
and a national competition are organised to help needy
kids. In addition, inoculation exercises and bone density
health screenings are also being carried out to provide
further assistance to the needy elderly.

These are acts of love to show compassion and empathy
for people who are in a less well-off state than us—an
opportunity to fulfil Jesus’ command for all of us to reach
out and provide hope to those in need.

Scan QR code or visit sowcare.sg or follow us on
0 hopeinitiativealliance and e hia.sg for
the latest updates.
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AL LIANCE OF GUEST WORKERS QUTREACH (AGWO), |

‘Mp&(;b cwwb Smpowejv the Lives o{;
Ounv Guest Workens i Singapore

Most guest workers have been in Singapore for the past
two years, away from their families back home, so they
can provide a better future for themselves and their loved
ones. The pandemic has exacerbated their feelings of
despair, hopelessness and loneliness.

However, we thank God for His love and protection
towards the guest workers in our midst, as various
initiatives have been conducted by SowCare, the
community service arm of the Bible Society, in partnership
with the Alliance of Guest Workers Outreach (AGWO)—
movement of Hope Initiative Alliance (HIA)—to bless

the guest workers amidst the struggles caused by the
pandemic these few years.

As the government has slowly eased the safety measures
for the guest workers living in dormitories, it is the

Bible Society’s aim to continue empowering the guest
workers with God’s Word, to rise above the storms of life
together through our outreach efforts, such as the
weekly engagement activities and education classes
in various Recreation Centres (RCs). In addition,
Christian services have also been conducted through
partnership with churches. As a result, hundreds of
them gave their lives to Jesus Christ. Many of the
guest workers also feel blessed and grateful for these
initiatives.

“The guest workers are facing tough situations due to
COVID-19, hence all the events and activities organised by
AGWO really make them happy”, says Mr Siva Kumar,

a volunteer of AGWO who used to be a guest worker as
well.

As the Body of Christ, we ought to minister and testify
God’s everlasting love to the most vulnerable around us,
especially to the guest workers. A holistic ministry for
them has been the main focus of AGWO by partnering
with various churches. Through the Adopt-A-Dorm
initiative, we engage churches to provide care for

the guest workers in dormitories and to connect with
them. These initiatives enabled the guest workers to have
deeper relationships with the community in Singapore, to
make them feel included and cared for.

We also continue to befriend the guest workers who
celebrate various festive seasons such as Ramadan,
Hari Raya Puasa and Tamil New Year through
distribution of cash, meals, care packs, and organising
recreational activities for them. When we understand
the heart of people, we can then serve them with Christ’s
love in relevant ways. These are all a continuation of
many other efforts that we have been doing for the guest
workers.

What can you do now to help the guest workers overcome
their struggles in Singapore? Find out how you can
contribute by visiting hia.sg or agwo.sg!

Scan QR code to learn
more about past and
future projects.
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ALLIANCE OF DOMESTIC EMPLOYEES OUTREACH K{AXITELR |

(Left): The launch of ADEO in December 2021 by Ministry of State for Manpower, Ms Gan Siow Huang (Top Right): A guided tour for the migrant domestic
workers to S.E.A. Aquarium sponsored by the Singaporeans through SingapoRediscovers vouchers (Bottom Right): A monthly LIFE Training workshop for the

migrant domestic workers via ZOOM.

g up the Mi

Domestic Workers

WITH THE STRENGTH OF GOD’S WORD

“When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. You shall treat the stranger who sojourns
with you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself..."—Leviticus 19:33-34

The Bible Society aims to reach out and uplift the
migrant domestic workers (MDWSs) to rise above

their struggles and difficulties in life. As Christians,
God commands us to welcome, care for and love the
foreigners in our midst. The way we treat them speaks
volumes about our love for God.

Itis with our missional call in mind that SowCare—
the community service arm of Bible Society—
partners with the Alliance of Domestic Employees
Outreach (ADEO), a new initiative of Hope Initiative
Alliance (HIA) which was launched in December
2021, to serve and assist the MDWs in Singapore.
The MDWs have been working tirelessly with added
responsibilities in many households ever since the
pandemic started and separated from their loved ones
in their home countries, which impacts their mental
wellness greatly.

To uplift the MDWSs and support their well-being,
mental wellness trainings have been conducted on
a monthly basis. In LIFE Training, participants are
equipped with the basic knowledge of identifying
stresses and a structural manner to care for those
with suicidal thoughts. Through this programme,
MDWs are trained to show care for themselves and
their peers who may be struggling at work.

A MDW shared her knowledge and experience she
gained upon joining the training: “Mental health needs
first aid too, the same as physical illness but cannot be
noticed by many. Through simple acts of kindness and
a smile to someone who is lonely and distressed, it may

help them see the light of beautiful life. | hope more
domestic helpers may engage in this workshop to help
ourselves, our friends, household and neighbourhood.”
she says.

In the beginning of the year 2022, guided tours

were especially organised for the migrant domestic
workers for three consecutive months using the
SingapoRediscover vouchers that have been donated
by Singaporeans.

This isin line with our Bible Mission to engage the
community around us with the Word of God, as how
God commands us to encourage one another and spur
one another on towards love and good deeds (Hebrews
10:24-25).

Other than that, many of the MDWs also face financial
difficulties that cause them to be in debt. As part of
our Bible Mission to be a channel of peace and blessing
to those in need, a life insurance programme and
financial literacy have been established to provide
assistance to the MDWs who may be in financial
distress.

Together, let us extend the light of God’s Word to uplift
the migrant domestic workers in rising above their
struggles, and pray that they will be able to encounter
the love of Jesus Christ through our action of love.

Email adeo@hia.sg to join future initiatives to care for
the MDWs! Or visit hia.sg and adeo.sg to find out more.




In the first epistle of John, we
find one of the most profound
statements about God in the
whole of Scripture: “God is
love” (4:8). Love is the very
essence of God. Love sums up
His whole being. Love is what
God immutably is.

John uses the same Greek
word—agape—to describe
God’s love for us and our love
for each other. This suggests
that we should love one
another in the same way that
we have been loved by God!

In his fascinating book Love
Within Limits, Lewis Smedes
describes agapic love as
“the power that moves us

to respond to a neighbour’s
need with no expectation of
reward... Itis not interested
in the odds of getting some
self-satisfaction in return for
its efforts”.

To many modern ears, this
idea of love sounds a little
too quixotic. Such selfless
love sounds somewhat
surreal, the stuff of pious talk,
maybe, but in actual fact far

removed from our common
experience.

The great fifth-century
theologian, Augustine,
describes the fallen human
being as a person who—as

it were—is driven by self-
interest. And this distorts
the way the sinner sees the
other. He does not regard the
other as an end in himself or
herself, but as a means to an
end.

The true source of agapic
love, John tells us, is God.
And by God’s grace, those
who believe in Him have
the ability to display—to
some extent, at least—His
exceptional love in their lives.
The love that grace makes
possible in the Christian is a
command that the Christian
must strain to obey (1 John
4:21).

The love that Christians
have for each other is also
important in another sense.
It is a compelling form of
Christian witness. Our love
for one another shows

that God is real! And this is
also how Christians today
must proclaim Christ to
the cultured-despisers of
Christianity.

Dr Roland Chia
is Chew Hock Hin Professor at Trinity
Theological College (Singapore) and Theological
and Research Advisor of the Ethos Institute for
Public Christianity.

This adapted article was
first published in the
October 2021 issue of Credo,
and reflects the author’s
personal views on theissue.

Kindly visit
ethosinstitute.sg/the-challenge-of-agape/
orscan the QR code below
to peruse the complete article.
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Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship Centre for Advocacy, Relations and Engagement

THE 7 LAWS OF THE LEARNER DECLARE 2022:
d EVERY TRIBE AND TONGUE

Christian The SEVEN LAWS DECLARE 2022 is

teachers, beitin celebration of God’s

a Church context, Mmﬁ IEMHEE el gpenei ek @ ) DFCLARTR023 ¢

Christian school, banner over nations! t

public school, T i As we unite from
orinthe home, every tribe and
for the Word of Life

s |

equips all to ) . .
accomplish God’s purposes for education and the to steer our nations back to His ways of blessing!
transformation of lives by meeting needs through Calling our worldwide family from every tribe
the accurate communication of essential truths. The and tongue, we invite you to unite over 72 hours
seven laws that Rev Nicholas Choo will be sharing of proclaiming the entire Bible from Genesis to
will transform how you teach, and in turn, how your Revelation from the four corners of the earth.
students would learn. Together we will align to raise a joyous sound—a
revelation of Jesus Christ’s truth, righteousness and
Dates: 1,8, 15,&22 June 2022 love to bless all nations in restoration to His perfect
Time:  7.30pm-9pm PRtz
Venue:  Hybrid event at Bible House Dates & Time:  From 3 June 2022 (5pm) to
and on @Z0o0m 6 June 2022 (9pm) (SGT)
Mode: ozZoom

Admission is free!
Visit bible.org.sg/learner for more information.

Register a reading slot at bible.org.sg/declare.
For enquiries, email arts.collective@bible.org.sg.

Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship B BT Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship

NURTURING RESILIENGE THROUGH D6 FAMILY CONFERENGE 2022
CHRISTIAN VIRTUES 2022%F D6XEFIKRE

Resilience gives you the

ability to find meaning in - The D6 2022 Family Conference's theme is ReCalibrate.
the challenges that life Join Dr Rob Rienow and
brings your way and to — other speakers to establish
bounce back from them. healthy practices and k B [ Y
HMIIRIHGIIIIUIHGI —
Resilience also makes honouring God in the way we [ =@ A |z sy =
one think about stress ﬁﬁglﬂmﬁ VIRTUES lead families in the church. o
and hardships differently. 20224 D6REET AL
A balanced life for a Christian is a life in harmony with WEFER “EMHER .
God’s will, knowing that the one who has created qu\m&mmfﬁl#a'\
us will always answer and revive us when in trouble 734&'\”@ (Tfﬁ:t\z &E
(Psalms 86:7, 138:7), and that we can do all things g%ﬁf%;iﬁggﬁﬁﬁm
through Him who strengthens us (Philippians 4:13). ZHRALZK RGN
: : AP e HES ERAREMOS, MR -
What you will take away: BENRESEIFNG, & By 10
Concept and tools with Christian virtues to support KEMHSHFERE LT,

contextual conditions and adaptive initiatives for

your resilience Dates HHA: 29 &30 July 2022

Time HKJjEl: 9:30am-3pm

Dates & Time: 11 &25 June 2022 | 10am-1pm Mode F&: ©@zoom

LIS Bible House Registration closes on &1 HHA 17 July 2022
Cost: 340 Visit défamily.sg for more information.

Visit bible.org.sg/resilience for more information. 15 £ défamily.sg/chinese &% & T i E £+ R!

126 | For more updates, follow us on E Facebook and ® Instagram [@biblesocietysg |



Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship

MIRAGLE OF LIFE CHANGE

Is a “changed life” really
possible? You might
have tried numerous
programmes that

promise big changes, =
but in reality, they seem
to deliver little results.

This seminar based on Ephesians 4 in Chip Ingram’s
series, Transformed, will take you through the steps God
has designed to bring about true life change for you.

MIRACLE OF LIFE CHANGE
EPHESIANS 4

Life change begins with an understanding on who you
are now, what weighs you down to prevent change
and who can help to make the change. It is a seminar
that gives practical help for you to work through the
dynamics of change and make change stick. It will also
enable you to see the outcome of that change and the
impact you will have on the people around you, as well
as the community you belong to.

Date & Time: 13 August 2022 | 9am-1pm
Venue: Bible House
Cost: $20

Email sowerinstitute@bible.org.sg for more
information.

Centre for Advocacy, Relations and Engagement
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Bible and Chinese Culture Festival Art Exhibition
(BCCF)

At BCCF, the Christian community is encouraged to
express their faith through Chinese art. This event
also provides an opportunity for more people to
encounter and appreciate the convergence of the
Bible and Chinese culture.

Submit your entries by 12 September 2022!
Please visit bible.org.sg/BCCF for more info.

| UPCOMING EVENTS SEEHIL |

Centre for Advocacy, Relations and Engagement

s

COLOURS OF THE BIBLE 2022
ART GOMPETITION & EXHIBITION

Colours of

the Bible Art
Competition is
back with a new
theme—Healings
in the Bible.

One of God’s
names is Jehovah
Rapha — The Lord who Heals. There are many
occasions in the Bible where sickness, disease, and
brokenness prompt people to seek our Heavenly
Father, who loves us and wants to restore us to Him.
Healings show us not only His power, but also His great
love for us. Join us, and illustrate how God’s healing
hands were at work in His Word.

Share how God’s healing inspires you through
artworks and illustrations! Chosen artworks would be
displayed at the year-end art exhibition.

Register online at coloursofthebible.org today!

Submit your entries by 9 September 2022 to stand
to win attractive prizes!

E#2BT Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship

F2H [EXRLHENAFAN] EHRE

6A11H 9H10H
ZR--MESNNZR R SIS
5% REEERE?
FEhriEt HILBEL
6H25H 9H24H

RS KA AR R A
SKERRE L Sh

7B9H ORI £

BByER KT 10A7H=ES8H
AMEMEL FHEQITES
7B23H RFFEL

IR SR FUR D 10A22H
HAKIEL RS T
8H13H HEREIM

S 5 AT st B
ITEHEL 10A22H
8H27H BENE. 1BENN
RRPEEIELS EliEassll

555 Sk R
XN 1 £

REHELE, BRIEEMRNS.

15 _EMbible.org.sg/chineseministry/ch-sibd-homepage
FKEBLEMER ((EXR) MEEIE T WhatsApp/Telegram
+65 8840 8018/ NEH B REREBIRENE L Hiflo

| For more updates, follow us on B Facebook and ® Instagram @biblesocietysg |



| POST EVENTS fE¥[EIM |

Centre for Advocacy, Relations and Engagement ETHOS Institute for Public Christianity

NEXTGEN COME PLAY WITH ME! RELIGION, PUBLIG POLIGY AND
NATION BUILDING

What one believes
has a profound
impact not only on
the person, but on
his or her community

In this art therapy
family bonding
workshop, parents
could spend
quality time with
their children,

while getting as well. ETHOS

to know them Conversation 2022:
better through Religion, Public Policy
creating a piece of and Nation Building
artwork together. was organised to
Instructors explore how religion
Veon and

contributed to public
policy and nation-

Shulian guided

participants . building in the Singapore context. Participants gained
through art therapy by creating a safe environment deeper knowledge of the role of religion in the public
and encouraging them to stimulate imagination and life of our nation as speakers Mr Edwin Tong, Minister
creativity. Both young and old not only benefitted for Culture, Community and Youth and Rt Rev Dr
from the workshop, but also had a ton of fun! Titus Chung, The Bishop of Singapore (Anglican)
Date&Time: 12 March 2022 | 10.30am-12pm addressed this issue.
Visit bible.org.sg/nextgen/cpm for more Date & Time: 23 March 2022 7.30pm-9pm
information. Visit ethosinstitute.sg/conversation2022 for more
information.

Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship
YOUTH-REKA ENCOURAGEMENT SEMINAR

Specially tailored

for youths, Sometimes we reflect
YOUth-reka was and see an qnfulfilled
an in-person person within
event that left ourselves—someone
. who we feel is not
participants making a difference,
feeling who seldom gets
embraced, notice, oris relatively g
engaged and unimportant.
empowered Therefore, the
with relevant Encouragement

topics. Mr David Seminar was held to

Chua, Chief address this issue
Executive Officer and highlight five
of National behaviour patterns

God sees as significant. Examples were drawn

’ from the stories of the Centurion, Peter, Mary, the
shareq from his widow, and five men. Presented with the obvious
experience of discoveries of the Biblical truth at this seminar,
youth engagement work, and the panel of speakers participants left enlightened to theirimage and
answered questions from participants. Small group worth in the eyes of God.

discussions were also conducted, with topics covering
Backslidden Youths, Evangelism, Discipleship, and
Inter-generation. Visit bible.org.sg/encouragement for more
information.

Youth Council,

Date & Time: 13 April 2022 | 7.30pm-9pm

Date & Time: 2 April 2022 | 10am-1pm

|28|



Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship

BIBLIGAL CHARACTER SERIES -
REFUGE

Focused on the
life-changing story
of Naomi and Ruth
and how they
found refuge and
atrue Homein
God, speaker Rev
Dr Peter Poon led
this seminar by
expanding on how
a sense of home

is that place of
connectedness with
God that gives us
peace and hope.
The lesson of this
Bible story helped
participants address questions such as where God
is when life is radically disrupted, if there is a way to
find home again in troubling times, and how they
may help others find home in this world of change.

Date & Time: 27 April 2022 | 7.30pm-9pm

Visit bible.org.sg/refuge for more information.

Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship

LIFE TRAINING WORKSHOP

LIFE Training—a
suicide prevention
workshop that has
recurred through
the months—aimed
to help participants
to identify potential
suicide cases and
learn about the
basic principles of
suicide prevention
via the LIFE Care
Model(LIFE).
Similar to the
sessions held in
the previous months, Trainer Ms Brenda Koay and
Caring for Life volunteers facilitated the workshop on
Zoom that hosted different participants each time.
The participants learnt how to apply the concepts
through a facilitated role play session, where they
explored the possible scenarios during the course of
caring for persons with suicidal ideation, applying the
LIFE Care Model in the process.

Dates: 29 March, 26 April, 30 April 2022

Visit bible.org.sg/life for more information on the
upcoming sessions in June.

| POST EVENTS fE¥[EIM |

ETHOS Institute for Public Christianity

The increase

in awareness

on sexual or
gender identity
and faith within
the Christian
community has
resulted in many
questions and
challenges related
to transgender
and intersex
individuals left
unanswered.
ETHOS Seminar: The Transgender Moment not only
helped Christian leaders further their understanding
of these complex experiences, but also equipped
them to publicly address the topic of the transgender
movement. A Q&A session conducted by Speakers
Bishop Emeritus Dr Robert Solomon and Psychologist
Dr Eliza Lian had allowed participants to form a
clearer picture on this issue.

Date & Time: 29 April 2022 | 7.30pm-9pm

Visit ethosinstitute.sg/thetransgendermoment for
more information.

E#HZEBT Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship
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PARTNERSHIPS &1E54iE |

MEETING WITH PHILIPPINE BIBLE SOCIETY, PHILIPPINE GOUNCIL OF EVANGELICAL CHURCHES
AND PHILIPPINE RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT SERVIGES
SEEEEZWNE. FHREREGESRASESINFRENTS KRIRSHLSH

On 19 January and 21 January, the General Secretary met up with Ms Perry
Cartera, the General Secretary of Philippine Bible Society, and Bishop Noel
Alba Pantoja, the National Director of Philippine Council of Evangelical
Churches (PCEC) and the President of Philippine Relief and Development
Services (PHILRADS), over Zoom respectively. In both meetings, ways

to render help in missions and humanitarian relief for the people in
Philippines affected by the Asian monsoon floods were explored.

AZTMERERE RBSBEERLEIARFERERFTIRER
SHERERR - F/RE - BREBEREZOOME F2H, TEXMR
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MCCY ENGAGEMENT SESSION FOR RELIGIOUS
LEADERS WITH MINISTER EDWIN TONG
AL B RS RN A R ahE

At A
Rin=

On 10 February, the
General Secretary was
invited to attend the
MCCY Engagement
Session for Religious
Leaders hosted by the
Minister for Culture,
Community and Youth,
Mr Edwin Tong.

2B10H, RTEXBHETHXWK. HENEFF
R ERIE E RN R BT RAR.

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL MEETINGS OF
\WORLD EVANGELIGAL ALLIANGE
R ESRKEEFHEEESIN

On 25 and 26 April, . Ml
the General Secretary L
attended the International
Council meetings of the -
World Evangelical Alliance g
(WEA) in Jerusalem, Israel.
He is also the special
envoy of WEA to China and
Chinese territories.

AB25F26H, STEHRETENUGIIEEELET
Wit FESREKBEFESEZIN. STEEEHF
B KEL 3 B E R AR,

MEETING WITH THE SINGAPORE
BAPTIST CONVENTION
SN RESHKVHEE

On 31 March, il | -_ﬂ—i [
the General -
Secretary | :
met with the
Chairman
and Executive
Director of
the Singapore » W
Baptist Convention, Rev Edwin Lam and Rev Dr Bobby
Lee, to discuss collaborations for upcoming projects in
2022 and 2023.

3A31H, RTESHMBCRESRS TR
IIAIHTESZZFRID (81) <@, HieT2022
FM2023F AIFRNE/EIR,

WEA MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL
R ESRKBFES BT 5

On 28 April, as X T | |
member of the k T
International ¥ o
Council of WEA,
the General
Secretary met up
with the President
of Israel, His
Excellency Isaac
Herzog, at his official residence.
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fArise thr’nugh the 31'ERM

0 Help the dm_" les get safely through
BOCK OF MATTHEW the sk bo

“Then he got up and

cing for clues on the
islands and hltm,, in the miss mg
words from the Scriptures!

BOOK OF PSALMS
“You the stormy

the winds and the waves.” [ seas. Youcan s
angry waves,”

— —
— e— —

“He said, 1 . “.anda_ and
from the

Then the wind stopped, and : - storm and rain.”
the lake became calm.” /=

Name: (Mr/Mrs/Ms) Age:™  Phone:
Address:

Postal Code:
Email: Church:

Two winners will be chosen through a draw of correct entries. Stand to win an attractive prize worth more than $50!

To enter the contest*, send your entries by mail to: The Bible Society of Singapore, 7 Armenian Street, Bible House, $179932
or scan and email: comms@bible.org.sg or fax: 6337 3036.

Completed entries (please include all details) must be received no later than Friday, 26 August 2022.

Names of winners and the answers will be published in the next issue of Word@Work.

*Participants will be added to our mailing list for future updates from the Bible Society.

RESULT OF DECEMBER’S WORD@PLAY CONTEST ]

GEEH) 20214 12 BT “62H—%)” FRigiE s Answer to December's Word@Play _
Congratulations to the winners of our Word@Play contest
in the December 2021 issue of Word@Work:

1. Ms Caitlyn Chong (Left) 2. Mr Lee Weng Kin (Right)
BEFTES 52021 F 1287 "B —Z" BXEDNELR, FRERRE!

J"' '“"'k-u""‘ ﬁ'
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V mu mhu&mﬂ-mh lhnuh

Each winner received the

Every Day with Jesus One Year Bible (NIV) “'1:.* tighteant, s
which helps readers develop a well-balanced autbe SEICAE et G S Wl S e

Bible-reading plan.

L

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

Any paid advertisement placed in Word@Work does not imply endorsement from The Bible Society of Singapore (BSS), unless explicitly indicated that the event
in question is “supported” or “co-organised” by BSS. BSS accepts paid advertisements to help subsidise printing and maintenance costs, which also functions

as one of the ways we serve the Christian community in Singapore. Please do not hesitate to bring any potentially offensive advertisements to our attention in
order to allow us to take any necessary action. It is not our intention to cause any misconceptions or inconvenience through previous advertisements placed in
Word@Work. We look forward to furthering our partnership in the Bible Mission with you.
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AUDIO BIBLE PLAYER

475 iBitle  am W /7 « Available in NLT, NKJV, NIV and TUV
] = * Unlocking the Bible by David Pawson
integrated with Bible
* Spurgeon’s Morning by Morning (366 days)
* Spurgeon’s Evening by Evening (366 days)
* 200 Hymns and Favourites

CHINESE COMPILATION LAYOUT:
« CUV RAXFIEREZR

Ry « Unlocking the Bible X237k - FIHAHLE
20% Off « Bible Stories (150 OT + 120 NT) Z4X#=
Now: $68.48 * Streams in the Desert (366 days) B HR

Usual Price:

$85.60 Nett * 442 songs LA RAERT
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THE BIBLE RESOURCE CENTRE, SOWER ESSENTIALS
AND OUR PARTNERS' PRODUCTS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON

@ Shopee @lazada
amazon | S

Bibles, Christian Books, Children Books, Gifts, Multimedia,
Beauty Products and more! Browse our full range of products online.

ﬁs IBLE 0; =
] SOWER ®
Ayt W louce  spdopsataphy Essentals

FROMW THE SELSF QLR EE

SCAN NOW TO SHOP!

¥ “ 3 SOWER 'jr i+
L Essent(als




